Notes from the CTiS&D Forum held on July 16'" 2026 at St John’s Methodist Church

Attendance: There were 13 people from 6 churches

The Forum was welcomed by Rev Ruth Ridge who gave some background to St John’s activities and

emphasised the church’s hope to reach out and serve its community.

The Forum joined in opening worship.

Rev Jim Stewart took the chair

1.
2.

The minutes of the Forum held on April 2026 were approved and signhed

He said that it was hoped to find a way forward as far as constitutional matters were concerned
and that appropriate appointments would be made at the next Forum which would also be the
AGM on Monday 5™ October at Sudbury Catholic Church

He said that 91 people had attended the service at St Peter’s. Rev A Doarks hoped that it would be
possible to use St Peter’s at least six times a year.

The Fairtrade Steering Committee had requested that they should be covered by the CTiS & D
Public Liability Insurance to hold a stall on Market Hill during Fair Trade fortnight. It was planned to
have a stall to increase awareness of fair trade. Malcolm said that he agreed that the insurance
should cover the Fair Trade Steering Committee’s activities however it was important not to create
the impression that fair trade is a concern only for Christians. [lt was agreed that the CTiS& D logo
should not be on any fair trade publicity — although Ruth reminded the meeting that fair trade does
provide an annual report to CTiS&D.] The Meeting agreed that the Fair Trade stall would be an
official activity of CTiS&D

Louise Bunton from Home for Good was then welcomed to the Forum. She introduced herself to the

Forum and explained her background. She then talked about the extent of the problem, gave us

statistics and explained how Home for Good, also called Transforming Futures, helped children by

providing peer support for families who are caring for vulnerable children through fostering, adoption,

special guardianship and kinship care. She explained that their mission was to stand alongside carers

and churches so, together, they can transform lives and futures because every child deserves a safe

and loving home.

The slides of her show are reproduced below.

If you can access Powerpoint, her presentation can be seen here .

Alternatively, to find out about Home for Good you could access their website at

https://homeforgoodsuffolk.org.uk/ .



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tpbW1y8sF4kWEbn2BWRxr51FwqSDI-9T/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=110835733240530942633&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://homeforgoodsuffolk.org.uk/
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The Reality of the Crisis

- Every 15 minutes, a child enters the UK care system.

- This year around 39,154 children and young people will enter
the care system in the UK

Transformlng
Futures -

- That’s 107 children a day in need of a lovinghome
104,368 children in the UK are looked after away from home.

- 2,210 children are waiting to be adopted in England
- 9,000 more foster carers urgently needed.

Children in care are predominantly older with ed 10-15 years and 2

These children face lives filled with uncertainty and hardship. The social care
system is under-resourced and overwhelmed. This is not just a societal issue—itis
a divine calling. We must Respond to God's Call.

Article by Barnardos 7t Jan 2025 in the
Independent
Psalm 68:6 declares

"A father to the fatherless... is God in

y real crisis” - i numbers

w carers, cost of | , home

his holy dwelling. God sets the lonely

€ councils er £10

in families.“

s admit that the children’s social care system is broken
ive costs
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So Why is Home for Good Suffolk home m
Needed ? forgood ansiomig
Established as a Local Movement in 2014 by Melissa Naish
In Suffolk approxi 375 new chil will enter the care system in 2025 Operating under local charity Transforming Futures — Suffolk (Charity No. 116g250)
All will need foster carers and some adopters Our Vision: A loving and Stable home for every child in Suffolk, who no
Problem is there is a lack of foster carers and adopters fonger lives with their birth family

Meanwhile Local Authorities are pushing for Kinship Carers

Connecting
Everyone who fosters, adopts or are
kinship carers ir

foster carers,
supported lodgings
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4 Trustees - Meet Bi- _ - 3 families are on our Mailing List (Nov 2025)
Monthly l 4 Part Time Staff
g 256 Adopters

164 Foster Carers

o ‘w 89 Kinship Carers
4 UASC

h 33 Professionals
Ourlezm Courdinaiortar .m.J l Goordinsiottor East [ 'c"m"&'y 67 Public

Ipswich & Mid-Suffok Suffolk & Babergh Suffolk Development Officer

In the year 09.24 — 09.25 we connected with

Localities of our families

Viaveney

270 families Suttotk Cosstat
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1133 connections care experienced children at our activities. e

Babergh
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What Do We Offer Families? | What else |

PRIVATE
FACEBOOK
GROUP

Term time m
activitiesin 4

Adult &
Volunteer Meals

FACEBOOK
GROUP.

= Connection with Suffolk County Council - adoption and fostering teams

« Connection with Schools

« Post eventand yearly surveys - to listen and respond to the needs of our
famities
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What would we like to offer?
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Home for Good Suffolk has 2 BOLD MISSION: to find

Suffolk

Sustainability is at the heart of what we do

Financial Giving 4 2

Giving of resources
- Church building use

-1 Equipment use

VOLUNTEER

How can we achieve this?

By Churches partnering with us.

the needs of

To raise in care & the constant
need for carers

To make our leaflets available to families

To promote ourwork in Church services or meetings (bookus to speakat a
service or meeting)

To share our work including how we signpostand supportenquirers and
families once approved

To help Church families know how to be a welcoming space for care
‘experienced children
25 2

and respond i as
to how they can play their part in supporting us! (Share this years
Christmas Campaign — Friends of Home for Good Suffolk)

T take up nati

vaww.homeforgood.org.uk
By letting us have stands at their conferences

home
for good

Church Link
Persons
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Pray for Home for Good Suffolk
Autumn 2025

We give thanks for...

We pray for...

prayer
group - please emait and et us know if you
would like to t part of this.
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