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Minutes of the Forum of Churches Together in Sudbury & District held on Thursday 11" July 2019

The Forum was attended by 23 people from 10 churches

1 Welcome and Opening Worship

Rev Chris Ramsey welcomed the Forum to St Andrews. He extended a particular
welcome both to Rev Tom Mumford who had recently been ordained and was now
serving as a curate at St Gregory’s and to Rev Judith Offord also ordained as a curate.
The Forum noted that Faith Marsden had been ordained as a priest.

He then led the Forum in opening prayer.

2 Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Georgina Pinches, Ben Troughton, Nicki Dixon, Rev
Canon Collins, Frances Attwood, Irene Lally, Gerry Higginson. Rev John Boardman and
Julia Perkins.

3 Welcome to new ministers

The Chairman said that in addition to welcoming the new ministers, the Forum would
wish to say farewell to Rev John Boardman who would be retiring at the end of July. He
had been an ardent supporter of CTiS & D and had been largely instrumental in Sudbury
achieving Fair Trade status. He would be missed. The Forum’s good wishes were
extended to John and Ann for the future.

It was noted that there would be a new officer at the Salvation Army in Lavenham shortly.

4 | Minutes of Forum held on 25" April 2019

The minutes of the April Forum were approved as accurate and signed by the Chairman.

5 Matters Arising

Any matters arising from the minutes would be dealt with in the course of this meeting’s
agenda.

6 Treasurer’s Report

A copy of the Treasurer’s report showing finances as at 3 July 2019 had been circulated
(copy attached).

The Treasurer added that the £100 donated to Abi’'s Footprints had enabled them to buy
19 books — more than they originally planned.

7 Chairman’s Business

¢ The Chairman reminded the meeting that the next Forum would be the AGM in
October when several reports would be due and when officers were elected. Ruth
would be sending out reminders shortly

e Over the August Bank Holiday weekend there would be a massive book sale of over
4,000 books in good condition at Ss. Peter & Paul Church, Clare




¢ Malcolm Snow reported on Christian Aid

o The final total of the collection for Sudbury and Great Cornard was £4,054.72. The
corresponding figure for 2018 was £4,354.32. The 2019 total includes the offering at
the service at St. Andrew's Church, Great Cornard of £126.96. About 50 people
helped with the door to door envelope collection. In 2018 the offering at the service
at Bures was £226.93 and a coffee morning at St John's raised £141.50.

This year an additional £135 was received too late to be included in the final total.
This will be credited to the canoe event.

Collections and fund-raising events were held in many other local villages.
Grateful thanks to all involved.

o On Monday July 15th on the River Stour at Dedham, Rev John Boardman will be
doing his final paddle supporting Christian Aid's work with orphans in Kenya. He will
be joined by eleven other people, including, from the Sudbury area, Richard
Stanford, Jane Martland, Nick Castell and 16-year-old Tom Morelli. If anyone would
like to support this project their gift will be multiplied by 20 by USAID!!! Please speak
to one of the canoeists or visit https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/john-
boardman8 .

He added that If anyone would like to receive regular emails about the work of Churches
Together in Sudbury & District and of associated organisations and local churches, they
should send a message to ctis.news@gmail.com.

e Jill Pullan reminded the Forum about the Christian — Muslim meeting to be held on
August 3 on Market Hill. Details are in the appendix at the end of these minutes.
People were encouraged to come and support this event.

e David Ford appealed for more churches to offer to host the Prayer Breakfasts. He
was very disappointed by the lack of offers which was making the task of organising
the breakfasts quite difficult.

¢ Andy Jowitt told the Forum about a quiet garden and riverside reserve — a place of
retreat - in Monks Eleigh. Maureen Morris hoped that this would be used by groups of
children or families from churches. — see information in appendix at end of these
minutes. It operates in partnership with H.O.M.E. Day Retreat Centre which is
available for hire. [For more information on the Retreat Centre contact
ronnie@ronann.com or 01473 310169]

o Peter Sebbage said that a prayer walk around Foxearth Meadows Nature Reserve
was planned for Wednesday 21 August. It was planned to walk in groups of 5 or 6.
A notice about this event is in the appendix to these minutes

The business part of the evening ended at 8.10 pm

Peter Halden then explained that the format of this meeting had been suggested at the
January Forum in response to the view that CTiS&D’s prayer life should be increased.

He started the time of prayer by playing Stuart Townend’s “With every morning | will
kneel to pray”. He then suggested that the time should be divided into three with the
focus being on thanksgiving, then local churches and lastly on the wider community.

The prayer time concluded with the song “I lift my eyes to the quiet hills”
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APPENDIX

CHURCHES TOGETHER in Sudbury & District — Finances as at 3™ July 2019 (forum)
as from 21% April 2019
The balance in hand of £13857.59 is accounted for as follows: inc. £4000 with Cr.Union
General Fund’ 773.21

Future Vision 500.00

Kettle & Fish 10480.54

Dorcas Fund 969.17

Prayer Breakfasts 174.39

Eden’s Nil

MarrFocG & SamD 250.00 (£250 Marr.Focus)
18s-35s & F.F&S 460.00

Events 250.28

Affiliation donations for the year Sept 18 to Aug 19 have been received from: Holy Trinity LM,
Little Cornard PCC, St Gregorys, Sudbury Baptist, St Johns Methodist, Cornard Christian F/s,
Suffolk Road, St Andrews Great Comard, Sudbury Catholic, St Marys Glemsford, Stour Valley
Vineyard, Springlands Christian Fellowship & Shimpling & Alpheton PCCs.

The suggested Affiliation Donations are: £25 for small organisations and £40 for larger ones; please
encourage your Treasurer to pay shortly!

General Fund. The offering for Christian Aid at the United Service at St Andrews, Great
Cornard, was £126.96 and this has been passed on to Sudbury Christian Aid group and £75 was
given to Victor Jack as travelling expenses and a gift for speaking at Pentecost Praise.

Kettle & Fish. The total refreshment sales bankings were £2224.31 (6 openings) - of this £222.44
was transferred to the Dorcas Fund. £728.89 was paid for catering goods, £16.00 to St Johns
Tradecraft for sugar sticks, £450 to Friends of St Peters for hire plus £50 towards moving the
water heater to a safer height & £19.99 for a replacement highchair.

Dorcas Fund. £36.98 was paid for a new pair of shoes for a man with various difficulties & £100
to Abi’s Footsteps.

Future Vision. The 4% quarterly payment of £500 is due to them in July.
Prayer Breakfasts. £167.02 was received from Prayer Breakfasts on 25 April.

Eden’s Project. I believe that Edens is in need of around £5000 to complete the purchase of 45
Gainsborough Street and all the associated legal and maintenance work.

Marriage Focus Group. No transactions in current year.
Samuel Dequemin. Thanks have been received from Westminster Theological Centre for the
£1000 contribution towards Sam’s fees this year — he is just about to complete the course.

18s-35s group & Fellowship Football/Snooker. No payments since the previous report.

Events. No payments since previous report but a charge of approx. £100 conceming ‘Bow down’
is anticipated.

United Services offerings have been for the financial support of: October -- Edens Project, January - Future Vision ,
May ~ Christian Aid & July — Summer event costs (if one is taken up).

Peter Heard, 18 Lancaster Road, Sudbury, CO10 1LR. 01787 373935

Affiliation Donations for the year, September2018 to August 2019, are now aver due; please inform your Treasurer
if your Church/fellowship does not appear in the list in the first paragraph above. Many thanks.




QUIET GARDEN & RIVERSIDE RESERVE AT MONKS ELEIGH

e Space for “Creation Therapy”
A child-friendly nature trail and quiz

e Stopping places for reflection which give wildlife information
and point to God’s love and His offer to help and save us

Winding paths weave around ponds and glades on this 5-acre site. How
about bringing a group of children or families from your church? The
nature reserve is part of the Quiet Garden Movement and is in
partnership with H.0.M.E. Day Retreat Centre which is available for hire —
see flyer attached. For more information and to book a date in August
contact Maureen Morris at haven@arisaig.net or tel.01449 741644 or
07804 594417.
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A PRAYER WALK

at Foxearth Meadows Nature Reserve

“0 Lord our God, the majesty and glory of your name
_ fills the earth". Psalrr 8.-

Wednesday, 21st August

Meet in the gathenng area at 6.30 pm for a
bring your own picnic or at 7.15 pm for the
start of the prayer walk

You are very welcome to

Jjoin us, the young and

not so young. Fairly small Please bring ‘insect repellent
groups with a prayer and wear ;ultable footwe:fxr
leader will be with you as as there will be some walking
you pray and experience SilluaE e

God's creation, praying

together as the children

of God.

“For where two or three gather Logether in my name,
1 will be right among them". Matthew 18:20

v x The reserve is about a mile north of Foxearth village,

For details contact: between the River Stour and the iane west of
Peter Sebbage 01787 313769  Constable’s Farm.

psebbage@btinternet.com If going along the Melford to Clare road {A1092), turn

= first left after Philips Avent, signposted 'Pentlow
Andy Jowitt 07584 751093 Road'. Then take the next left and the site is about:
Jjowitts@btinternet.com 200 yards on the left.
¥ Eco-toilet  v'Car park on site

arocha.org.uk Car-sharing would be helpful.
Nearest postcode CO10 7HZ,




In Sudbury Market -~ Saturday 3™ August iiam ~ 2.30pm.

e Got issues with religion?
e Does God exist?
o Why suffering?

Ask Bishop Mike! Any question about Christianity.

Mike is the Bishop of Dunwich, to answer your questions, offer
counsel, or just talk.

ALSO: Meet Imam Ajmal, ready to answer questions
about Islam. Ajmal leads the Muslim community in
Sudbury, and is happy to explain his faith.

All are welcome! Look for the tables.




