
 
 
 

Minutes of the Forum of Churches Together in Sudbury & District held on Thursday 11th July 2019 
 
 
The Forum was attended by 23 people from 10 churches 
 

1 Welcome and Opening Worship 

Rev Chris Ramsey welcomed the Forum to St Andrews. He extended a particular 
welcome both to Rev Tom Mumford who had recently been ordained and was now 
serving as a curate at St Gregory’s and to Rev Judith Offord also ordained as a curate.  
The Forum noted that Faith Marsden had been ordained as a priest.  

He then led the Forum in opening prayer.  

2 Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Georgina Pinches, Ben Troughton, Nicki Dixon, Rev 
Canon Collins, Frances Attwood, Irene Lally, Gerry Higginson. Rev John Boardman and 
Julia Perkins.  

3 Welcome to new ministers 

The Chairman said that in addition to welcoming the new ministers, the Forum would 
wish to say farewell to Rev John Boardman who would be retiring at the end of July.  He 
had been an ardent supporter of CTiS & D and had been largely instrumental in Sudbury 
achieving Fair Trade status.  He would be missed. The Forum’s good wishes were 
extended to John and Ann for the future. 

It was noted that there would be a new officer at the Salvation Army in Lavenham shortly.   

4 Minutes of Forum held on 25th April 2019  

The minutes of the April Forum were approved as accurate and signed by the Chairman. 

5 Matters Arising 

Any matters arising from the minutes would be dealt with in the course of this meeting’s 
agenda. 

6 Treasurer’s Report 

A copy of the Treasurer’s report showing finances as at 3rd July 2019 had been circulated 
(copy attached). 

The Treasurer added that the £100 donated to Abi’s Footprints had enabled them to buy 
19 books – more than they originally planned. 

7 Chairman’s Business 

• The Chairman reminded the meeting that the next Forum would be the AGM in 
October when several reports would be due and when officers were elected.  Ruth 
would be sending out reminders shortly 

• Over the August Bank Holiday weekend there would be a massive book sale of over 
4,000 books in good condition at Ss. Peter & Paul Church, Clare 



• Malcolm Snow reported on Christian Aid 

o The final total of the collection for Sudbury and Great Cornard was £4,054.72. The 
corresponding figure for 2018 was £4,354.32. The 2019 total includes the offering at 
the service at St. Andrew's Church, Great Cornard of £126.96. About 50 people 
helped with the door to door envelope collection. In 2018 the offering at the service 
at Bures was £226.93 and a coffee morning at St John's raised £141.50. 
This year an additional £135 was received too late to be included in the final total. 
This will be credited to the canoe event. 
Collections and fund-raising events were held in many other local villages. 
Grateful thanks to all involved. 
 

o On Monday July 15th on the River Stour at Dedham, Rev John Boardman will be 
doing his final paddle supporting Christian Aid's work with orphans in Kenya. He will 
be joined by eleven other people, including, from the Sudbury area, Richard 
Stanford, Jane Martland, Nick Castell and 16-year-old Tom Morelli. If anyone would 
like to support this project their gift will be multiplied by 20 by USAID!!! Please speak 
to one of the canoeists or visit https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/john-
boardman8 . 
 

He added that If anyone would like to receive regular emails about the work of Churches 
Together in Sudbury & District and of associated organisations and local churches, they 
should send a message to ctis.news@gmail.com. 
 

• Jill Pullan reminded the Forum about the Christian – Muslim meeting to be held on 
August 3rd on Market Hill.  Details are in the appendix at the end of these minutes.  
People were encouraged to come and support this event. 

• David Ford appealed for more churches to offer to host the Prayer Breakfasts.  He 
was very disappointed by the lack of offers which was making the task of organising 
the breakfasts quite difficult. 

• Andy Jowitt told the Forum about a quiet garden and riverside reserve – a place of 
retreat - in Monks Eleigh. Maureen Morris hoped that this would be used by groups of 
children or families from churches. – see information in appendix at end of these 
minutes.  It operates in partnership with H.O.M.E. Day Retreat Centre which is 
available for hire. [For more information on the Retreat Centre contact 
ronnie@ronann.com or 01473 310169] 

• Peter Sebbage said that a prayer walk around Foxearth Meadows Nature Reserve 
was planned for Wednesday 21st August.  It was planned to walk in groups of 5 or 6. 
A notice about this event is in the appendix to these minutes 

 The business part of the evening ended at 8.10 pm 

Peter Halden then explained that the format of this meeting had been suggested at the 
January Forum in response to the view that CTiS&D’s prayer life should be increased. 

He started the time of prayer by playing Stuart Townend’s “With every morning I will 
kneel to pray”.  He then suggested that the time should be divided into three with the 
focus being on thanksgiving, then local churches and lastly on the wider community.   

The prayer time concluded with the song “I lift my eyes to the quiet hills” 
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