
Minutes of the Forum held on 29th September 2016 at Sudbury United Reformed Church.
The Forum was attended by 43 people from 20 churches.

1 Welcome, Opening Worship and Introduction  
Rev Bryn Rickards welcomed the Forum to Sudbury United Reformed Church.  He 
introduced himself and then led worship based on Psalm 67 with a theme of harvest and 
thanksgiving.
He then gave the background to the establishment of the URC.  He said the URC was 
passionate about justice and with other churches was very concerned about how to 
respond to the refugee crisis.
He said that the Sudbury church raised funds for local charities by holding coffee 
mornings and in November a craft fair.  They had introduced a café church on one 
Sunday afternoon every other month – interactive worship in an informal atmosphere.  
This had brought some people into the church who would not normally come

2 Apologies
Apologies were received from Malcolm and Judith Offord, Rev Ruth Ridge, Irene Lally, 
Gerry Higginson, Sue Kistruk, Jolann Prigg, Peter and Lynda Sebbage.

3 Welcomes 
 Peter Halden chaired the meeting and welcomed Rev Canon Cheryl Collins who had 

been appointed priest-in-charge at St Gregory’s.  Canon Collins introduced herself to 
the Forum saying that she could trace her ecumenical roots back to her university 
days.  She was excited to be in Sudbury.  It had been a challenging time for St 
Gregory’s but they are enthusiastic and in good heart.  They were trying to listen to 
God to see where He is leading St Gregory’s next.

 The moderator of Churches Together in Suffolk, Simon Goddard, was welcomed to 
the meeting. He said that he was pleased to be in Sudbury and that he hoped some 
people from Sudbury would be able to attend the AGM of CTiS which was to be held 
on Thursday 13th October at 7.30 pm at Christ Church, Moreton Hall in Bury St 
Edmunds.  The speaker would be Rev Rob Tervet from “Who Cares”. He is a Baptist 
regional minister but has an ecumenical background.  He feels that God is calling us 
to walk together.

 Rev James Ridge was welcomed to the Forum and would be speaking to the Forum 
later

 Major Georgina Pinches was welcomed to the meeting.  She had agreed to be the 
EnGp rep from the Salvation Army.  She said she had retired 4 years ago but is still 
working in a number areas including as a chaplain at Bury St Edmunds Cathedral

4 Jane Hatton – Beat the Street
Jane Hatton introduced herself as a representing Intelligent Health who had recognised 
that people needed both to be more part of the community and also to have more 
exercise.  She explained how the Beat the Street worked and that both individuals and 
teams could take part. She said that in the first week 3,500 had enrolled and 14,500 miles
had already been clocked up.  Jane confirmed that if CTiS&D wished to enter a team of 
12 people it was not too late.  Ruth Ridge had agreed to deal with administration if there 
was an interest. 
Ken Steel expressed his thanks  that the profile of Kettle and Fish had been considerably 
raised through Beat the Street.
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5 Minutes of the Forum held on 22nd June 2016
The minutes were approved by the Forum and signed by the Chairman

Matters arising from those minutes
 The Chairman reported that Eden’s had not as yet made an internship appointment.  

They were still seeking a suitable candidate.
 Nicki Dixon, who had a background in journalism and was currently head of PR and 

visitors at St Edmundsbury Cathedral, had agreed to help CTiS&D, and individual 
churches, with publicity and social media issues.

6 Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer said that due to circumstances he had been unable to produce the annual 
financial report.  The Forum had received copies of the financial position as at 31st August
2016.

 The Chairman reminded reps that affiliation donations from churches were now due 
for the year September 2016 to August 2017 and to remind their treasurers

 The Forum agreed that the collections from the united services should be distributed 
as follows:

o October – Eden’s Project
o January – Future Vision
o May – Christian Aid
o July – Summer events costs [if held]

 The Forum approved the Year End Allocations and new balances as shown below:

Ken Steel asked whether it would be possible to increase the donation to Future 
Vision to £2000. Arthur Dalgleish seconded this proposal and the Forum agreed.
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There were no questions arising from the report.  The Forum formally adopted the report.

Mr Heard was thanked for all the work he did as Treasurer for CTiS&D

7 Annual Reports
The Annual Reports had been circulated through Church News.  The Chairman made the 
following comments:
 A huge vote of thanks needed to go to Ken and Christine Steel for their tireless 

management of Kettle and Fish. The Chairman said that this has for many years been
Churches Together in Sudbury & District’s flagship and through it CTiS&D have been 
able to do many other things which they would not otherwise have been able to 
achieve.

 He commended all the reports to the Forum but drew attention to the fact that several 
areas of CTiS&D’s work needed more help – in particular

o Eden’s were looking for new trustees
o Agape Café needed caterers
o Christian Aid needed more collectors
o A co-ordinator for the work with the 18-35’s was needed.

8 CTiS&D’s Chairman’s Remarks
Malcolm Offord’s report is attached to these minutes.

9 Elections
The Chairman said that all of the nomination forms were in. The nominations were as 
follows and no posts had been contested. 

Chair: Gerry Higginson
Vice-Chairs: Peter Halden and Malcolm Offord
Treasurer: Peter Heard
Minutes Secretary: Gill Phillips
Executive Secretary: Ruth Ridge

The Forum agreed unanimously that those nominated should be elected or re-elected en 
bloc.

The Chairman expressed the thanks of the whole of CTiS&D for the tireless work the 
officers of CTiS&D put in and particularly thanked Malcolm, backed so ably by Judith, for 
everything he had done and achieved as Chairman  over the past 4 years.

A message from the new Chairman, Gerry, is appended to these minutes

10 Ratification of appointments

The following appointments were ratified by the Forum

Chairman & Manager of Kettle & Fish; Ken & Christine Steel

CTiS&D representatives on: WATCH;      Richard Titford

Sudbury Town Partnership and Friends of St Peter’s; Chris Proffitt
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11 Future Events
 Arthur Dalgleish gave a presentation on the Advent Art Trail.  Forum were told:

o A subcommittee had been formed to plan this event
o They wanted to portray the story of Jesus
o Schools, clubs and art clubs had been asked to produce A3 pictures based on 

various parts of the Christmas story. Scenes they wanted depicted had been 
specified

o 24 adult and 24 young people pictures would be chosen for display round shop
windows in Sudbury

o Number 72 was actively supporting the event by being a collecting point for 
pictures

o There would be an art exhibition in St Peters on January 7th

o Visitors to the exhibition would be asked to vote for their favourite picture
o The two most popular pictures – one adult and one young person – would be 

produced as Christmas cards for Christmas 2017.  Any profits would go to 
Future Vision

o The Mayor of Sudbury would launch the Art Trail on November 25th.
 The Chairman said he had hoped to be able to announce the details of Pentecost 

Praise.  Holy Trinity in Long Melford had been booked as had the worship group, but 
the proposed speaker was unable to come.  The Chairman would be looking for 
another speaker

 The Chairman suggested reps should ensure that dates of future CTiS&D events are 
displayed on church notice boards..

12 Speaker

Rev James Ridge, the managing chaplain at Wayland Prison was welcomed to the 
Forum.  He spoke, and showed slides, about his work both at Chelmsford Prison and 
more recently at Wayland Prison and gave the Forum the following information:

 Oscar Wilde had been imprisoned in Reading gaol.  Rev Ridge quoted part of Oscar 
Wilde’s “Ballad of Reading Gaol” 

 Chelmsford, at which he had worked for a number of years, had an operational 
capacity of 745. It took male prisoners, both remand and convicted, from age 18 
upwards

 There was an increasing number of prisoners aged, 70, 80 and 90.  This was as a 
result of Operation Yewtree.  Prisons are having to be adapted to take account of the 
needs of a more elderly prison population

 Chelmsford is said to be haunted by the wife and children of the first governor

 “Porridge” was filmed at Chelmsford

 Wire  netting was used to stop contraband being thrown over the walls

 A huge number of prisoners were involved with drugs

 The bell was originally used as the death knell, but when taken indoors it became the 
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alarm bell until an electronic alarm system was installed

 A chair labelled BOSS was the Body Orifice Security Scanner

 Family ties were important so prisoners did not wish to move from their local prison as
families found it easier to visit

 He had recently transferred to Wayland Prison near Thetford, which was category C 
took male prisoners of 21 or above.  This prison was difficult for family members to 
access 

 Wayland is a Category C adult male training prison. It opened in 1985 with the site 
buildings being added to, on four occasions. It now comprises thirteen residential 
units.

 Chaplaincy in prisons is a multifaith service.  Every prisoner is seen in their first 24 
hours by a chaplain.

 Chaplains organise appropriate faith services; provide pastoral care generally and in 
particular pastoral care to staff

 They are there to be alongside people in the highs and lows of their lives

Rev Ridge took questions from the audience about his work  and was then thanked by the
Chairman for his interesting presentation

13 News from churches and Any Other Business
 Graham Gilbert announced the Quiz Night to be held at St Gregory’s on 8th October at

7.30 pm.  Money raised would be for St Nicholas’ Hospice and St Gregory’s church. 
Tickets would be £10.

 Margaret Tracey drew attention to a set of cards called “Grave Talk” which could be 
used as discussion starters.  Subjects covered death, life, society, grief and funerals.  
It was suggested that the cards could promote a useful discussion in CTiS&D.  A date 
following Christmas would be fixed. 

 The Chairman expressed thanks to Lynda Sebbage for all her work with CTiS&D. She
had now been accepted for ordination so was withdrawing from CTiS&D for the time 
being; to Andy Beard for his work with Explore at Thomas Gainsborough School; and 
to Ruth and Gill for their administrative help

14 Closing Prayer
The Forum closed with the Grace.

Continues over ...
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Report from Malcolm Offord, Chairman of Churches Together in Sudbury & District

In 2012 I had the honour of being elected Chairman of CTiS&D, in the wake of such notable
predecessors as Peter Halden and before him Roger Pullan. In 2016 I shall have served four
years in this role and will be laying down the baton for my successor. Impossible to review in
detail four years of an organisation which is as active and varied as CTiS&D. The number of
churches  embraced  by  CTiS&D has  grown  in  that  time,  in  particular  adding  the  Bures
benefice to our ranks. The number of churches belonging to CTiS&D now stands at 12 in
Sudbury and 18 in the local area, making a grand total of 30! Ministers have come and gone
in that time, the most tragic loss being that of our beloved Greg Webb just over a year ago. It
has been a joy to welcome new ministers to the town, three in the last twelve months or so
(Cheryl Collins St Greg’s, Bryn Rickard URC and Mark Ulanowski Sudbury Baptist Church).
We have partied in the Park, been live on Market Hill,  performed in the streets with  The
Easter Story  and I Spy Easter, played football and snooker with the ‘Fellowships’, continued
with the amazing ministry of Kettle & Fish, Thursday by Thursday, continued supporting the
Town  Pastors,  Future  Vision  and  Open  the  Book and  Storehouse.  Attending  Prayer
Breakfasts has been a particular inspiration for me – what a way to begin the weekend! It’s
been good to witness developments at Eden’s, as Stuart and his team have moved out into
Great Cornard and Glemsford and are looking to appoint an intern to help Stuart in his work
and to learn about Christian leadership. So much to report and rejoice in. So much to have
had the privilege of being part of.
All of this activity is an attempt to mobilise the Christian folk of Sudbury and district to be
proactive about their faith. One of the most powerful ways of achieving that is to get to know
each other,  to  work  and worship  together,  to share ourselves,  our stories,  our Christian
insights and experiences across the churches. And that’s what we do. Sudbury and district
needs to hear and see the gospel message, that Jesus came to our world to make possible
reconciliation  between God and us.  The kingdom of  God is  at  hand,  and it  is  up to us
Christian folk to make sure its boundaries extend more and more firmly into our area.
God bless you all – and please support the new chairman in his new role.

Malcolm Offord
PS I cannot end this report without saying a big thank-you to the members of the Enabling
Group who have contributed so much time, thought, energy and prayer to the endeavours of
CTiS&D. It’s invidious to pick out individuals, but I would just like to give a special thanks to
Peter Heard our Treasurer, Gill Philips our Minutes Secretary (and much more), Ruth Ridge
our  incredible  new Secretary,  who  has  so many talents  it  makes  my toes  curl,  and  to
Malcolm Snow and Tony Callender who keeps the Church News and website up-to-date. 
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Message from the new Chairman
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