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            The Byrds and the Seasons 

It's mid-summer already!  Time to enjoy the traditional pleasures of strawberries and cream, 

Pimms in the garden, barbecues, the sound of leather on willow - and to enjoy too our own 

special memories of the same season in years gone by. 

It recently occurred to me that 2015 is the fiftieth anniversary of the release of The Byrds' 

record Turn! Turn! Turn! (to everything there is a season).  If you were around in1965, you 

probably remember this lovely song, with its lyrics and music by Pete Seeger - but of all 

those listening to it back then, few will have known what the lyrics were really all about. 

Fast forward fourteen years, to the time when I came to know 

Jesus and was given my first Bible.  To my amazement, in the Old 

Testament book Ecclesiastes, written by Solomon, son of King 

David, I discovered words that mirrored almost identically Pete 

Seeger's lyrics for Turn! Turn! Turn!   Ecclesiastes may not be the 

first book that most people read when they first find faith in 

Jesus, but if we turn to chapter three, we find not only the origin 

of the lyrics of Turn! Turn! Turn! - reflecting Solomon’s 

understanding of God’s plan for His people - but also some wonderfully profound words 

that can help us to understand and deal with some of our own problems.  

The words "Turn! Turn! Turn!" were added by Seeger to those found in Ecclesiastes, and 

“turning” is exactly what we do when we come to know Jesus. We turn away from a life 

that offers no meaningful answers, to a life where there is far more gain than pain. 

So dig out that Byrds LP - or find the song on YouTube - and listen to it while reading 

Ecclesiastes.  It could just be a turning point for you.   

Peter Sebbage 

  


