
 

Dear Friends 

I am writing to say a big thank you to all those who helped share in the carrying the burden 

following the death of Michal Szczot. We are so grateful to all who have helped Michal in his 

life and in his death too. I reproduce below an excerpt from a recent letter I sent to the 

Housing Department at Babergh District Council. 

 

'The Charity raised over £800 towards the costs of the funeral for Mr Szczot. This money was 

provided by a long list of churches and private individuals. Some on the list had never met 

Mr Szczot before. I was even stopped in the street by a lady I did not know. “You’re doing the 

funeral for that chap aren’t you?” she said, and solemnly handed me a £5 note.   

 As a result of this the people who attended the funeral service were a diverse group of those 

who knew of Mr Szczot as well as those who had actually met  him. Even the Postman who 

delivered his mail came to pay his respects. Mr Szczot was a man with few friends in a 

foreign land but he still had 50 people at his funeral!  

Lastly, the clearing of the flat enabled us to share the contents of Michal Szczot's home with 

many local people. We placed items outside the flat with a sign for people to help themselves. 

During the course of a few hours we managed to clear a large proportion of the contents. The 

Mission Statement of the Family & Community Network is to ‘provide informal easily 
accessed help, support and friendship.’ All our services are free at the point of delivery and 

the people of Cavendish Way have found that out this week. 

 All of the above has spoken volumes to those who have witnessed it. The people from Poland 

have been truly shocked at the way their relative was so esteemed. You may be aware that 

many who live in Cavendish Way are isolated and marginalised, yet they have been blessed 

this week in a way that none of them expected. The events I describe also say something 

about the people and organisations in Sudbury who have a real desire to show such 

sacrificial love for others.' 

I would also like to take this opportunity to share our latest prayer news with you from 

Number72. This was produced before Michal died but is only being distributed now, due to 

the huge volume of work we have undertaken in the last two weeks. 

Finally we would like to thank you all for the fellowship we share together in the gospel. It is 

something we value very deeply. 

Yours in Christ 

Tim Ayrton 


