St John’s Methodist Church is now an eco congregation — and only the fourth church in

Suffolk to achieve this award

Eco-Congregation is a scheme — managed in England and Wales by A Rocha UK —to help
churches demonstrate that the gospel is good news for God’s earth. It's about incorporating
the biblical ethic of environmental stewardship into the spiritual values, practical action and

community involvement of church congregations.

The Award is given to churches that have:

¢ undertaken an environmental check-up or audit
¢ undertaken activities or initiatives in each of the following three areas:
1.'spiritual’: worship and teaching — linking environmental issues with the Christian
faith e.g. through services, children's work or an adult homegroup
2. practical: practising what is preached e.g. an energy, churchyard or recycling
project
3. mission: reaching out — worked with or through their local community on
environmental issues e.g. a litter pick, project with a school or other community

group, gaining positive publicity.

Since the congregation first agreed in May 2012 to work for this award, a considerable

number of people have been involved in working towards these criteria.

A plaque recognising the “unqualified” achievement was presented to the congregation on

24t January by Tim Yeo MP.

Any churches feeling that they might wish to achieve this award can find further details at

http://ew.ecocongregation.org/award




