
Local Christian/Muslim Dialogue 

 

Last December a group of eighteen men and women from Churches Together in Sudbury and District had 

their third meeting with local Muslims.   This time we were invited to a buffet lunch at Cafe Massala, an 

Asian restaurant in Long Melford, where we talked freely over the excellent meal.  These informal 

conversations were very helpful and we were able to hear about such topics as “arranged marriages” and 

the media perceptions of both faiths and to compare our varying practices and traditions.    

Then after the meal we were addressed by Imam Bashir, Chaplain to Highpoint prison, who explained the 

meaning of their major Muslim Festival of Eid Al Adha which marks the last month of the year and 

commemorates Abraham’s sacrifice.    

He began by reading from the Koran which, unlike the account in the Old Testament, has Ishmael instead of 

Isaac as the son whom Abraham believed he was called to sacrifice.    Muslims celebrate Abraham’s 

submission to God’s will by keeping this festival of Al Adha, the month of sacrifices, including actual animal 

sacrifices in many other lands, and of pilgrimage, when many visit Mecca for the annual Hajj.   It is a festival 

when Muslims renew their own commitment to Allah, coming soon after the period of Ramadan.    Imam 

Bashir explained some of their customs and the importance to their faith of the Five Pillars of Islam, and how 

keeping the rules in the Koran are very important for the daily life of a Muslim. 

This was followed by a talk by the Revd. Colin Chapman, an Anglican clergyman who teaches widely about 

Islam/Christianity, often in Lebanon and Egypt.    For a time he was the locum vicar at All Saints International 

Church in Beirut.  He explained the importance and meaning of Christmas for Christians.   He spoke of the 

differences between the two Faiths.   Christians celebrate the birth of the Son of God, the Messiah, the 

‘Word’ of God in human form. Muslims are happy to join in the celebrations although they only see Jesus as 

one of their Prophets.   Christians understand redemption, God’s forgiveness available to all, is through the 

one and only sacrifice of Jesus Christ, the ‘lamb of God’, on the cross, signifying his great love for all 

mankind.   Love, compassion and forgiveness are central to our faith and are based on the loving 

relationship we can have with God through Jesus Christ. 

It was certainly felt by those present at the dialogue that it was good to meet in this way as trust and 

understanding can develop. 

Canon David Stranack 
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