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Bill Shankly, ex-manager of Liverpool F.C., once said: “Some people think football is a 

matter of life and death, but I can assure you that it is much, much more important than that” -  

an ironic statement, but one that somehow became a wise adage, believed by millions of football 

followers. I feel sure that Bill Shankly was speaking with his tongue firmly in his cheek, and that 

he didn't anticipate the huge impact that his words would have. 

Nowadays, life and death are very often treated in this same cursory way, as epitomised 

by the period that many call Halloween.   By today, the broomsticks have been discarded, the 

frippery of Halloween is in the non-recycling bin, and the pumpkins are rotting on the compost 

heap. All is forgotten, save the £300 million spent this year on a festival that has been imported 

from the U.S. and serves to fill the coffers of supermarkets throughout our land.  What a far cry 

from the original Christian festival of All Hallows, the time when Christian people now departed 

from this world are remembered, and their lives celebrated. 

Trick or treat may seem like fun, but was not at all humorous for a 60-year-old friend who, 

having just lost his wife, was intimidated by seven - yes, seven - groups of youngsters, ringing his 

doorbell  and making demands -  or else.  

We as a society seem to have lost our way. All the main Christian festivals have been 

hijacked by commercial enterprises, thereby totally losing their true value and meaning. 

The Christmas story is lost in piles of discarded wrapping paper and credit card invoices, 

along with houses ablaze with so many lights that it's Christmas every day for the “big six” energy 

suppliers. 

Saint Valentine’s Day, celebrated not by understanding the life of the patron saint of love 

and affection but by sending countless cards, provides another opportunity for retailers to 

benefit.  Even Easter, the most significant celebration in the Christian calendar, is nowadays 

swamped by Easter bunnies and chocolates, as avarice preoccupies our supermarkets yet again.  

This loss of our Christian awareness is not the fault of society, but rather due to the fact 

that Christians throughout our land have allowed it to happen, instead of standing up against the 

erosion of a heritage that goes back over 2000 years.   

C.S. Lewis once said: “Christianity is not a matter of life and death. It is far more important 

than that”. Next time a Christian festival is in your diary, don’t let yourself get caught up in 

someone else's commercial greed.    Make it into a personal time of peace, joy and celebration. 
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