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Churches Together in Sudbury And District
Annual Reports 2013

AN OVERVIEW

Last year | started my report by saying that “in some respects it has been a quiet year.” That
cannot be said about this year 2012/2013.

Throughout the vyear all the organisations have been working hard even though some of
them struggled with the January snow , but other things have happened too. From October
2012 till June 2013 thirteen people from different Sudbury and district churches attended
the Mission Shaped Ministry course in Bury. It was very challenging as we thought about
how non churched people see church and how we need to move towards them rather than
expecting them to come to us.

In February some churches and organisations took part in Sudbury on Show. It is amazing
how much takes place in our small town and it is important that God’s work is there
amongst it all. A very cold Easter Saturday saw another | Spy Easter taking place. Children
searched the streets of Sudbury for the Easter story characters and then came in to St
Peter’s for other activities and an Easter play.

In April the first consultation meeting about the Stour Valley Mission 2014 took place at
Clare. At the time 2014 seemed a long way off but now it is creeping ever closer and we
have this great opportunity of sharing our stories with the people of Sudbury.

Sunday May 5" saw crowds attending “Jagfest” where they could drool over the classic cars
that were on show, listen to Christian music, race cars around a track, and generally, have a
good time.

| am sure all who came, from many different churches, to Pentecost Praise on 19" May will
agree that it was the highlight of the year as praises to God rose up in St Peter’s Church and
then an inspiring message was given by Jeff Lucas.

Sunday 21 July saw Churches Together in Sudbury and District represented at Sudbury
council’s Party in the Park. People could partake of a tasty BBQ, courtesy of Kettle and Fish
or the children could do different Christian crafts, courtesy of Future Vision.

A busy year - one in which again we have seen God at work and | close by reminding us all
that prayer is the most important activity that we can take part in. If you have never been to
a Prayer Breakfast then give it a try this is where Churches Together in Sudbury and District
will grow together.
Chris Rowe
Secretary



PRAYER BREAKFASTS

How GOOD is our GOD! ‘Breks’ continues to grow in depth and numbers —two
new churches and even reached over 40 at times! What is even more
wonderful is to share in ‘real prayer’ where we are obviously aware that God
is present, hears every word, spoken and thought, and answers in His time and
in accord with His plans. We have thrown away our ‘shopping list’ praying! To
hear the Holy Spirit take up a theme and pass it from one to another thus
sharing different aspects of concern, is a great blessing to all of us.

We joined St Peter & St Paul in Lavenham for the first time and plans are afoot to visit Bures
hopefully in October. What a joy to meet up with folk you don’t know and discover they are
praying for the same things, with the same hopes and to the same God and to immediately
feel that bond of love in Jesus’ Name. How good IS our GOD!

Another cause for rejoicing is that come January we will have been meeting in this manner
for 10 YEARS! Unbelievable. | know we can’t judge ‘success’ by numbers but | wish | had
kept account of all who have joined us — there are many who only come when their own
church is the host and that must mean easily over 100 every six months! | wonder too how
many prayers have been answered; how much difference our morning sacrifice has made?
Although that is not the salient point, our faith encourages us to believe that we do make a
difference. When Halstead picked up on our idea of I-Spy Easter we stressed to them the
very real backing of the Prayer Breakfast. Just as |-Spy is gathering interest, we are praying
that other towns will also take up the idea of Breakfast praying as well as I-Spy.

Do feel free to join us. Details are available in K&F and on CTiS&D website.
Does God answer our longings if we don’t bother to talk to Him about them — | wonder?
Eleanor Ridge

EDEN’S

This past academic year we have really been able to settle into the
new style of Eden’s which now travels to various venues. On
Wednesday evenings the team goes to Cornard and sets up ‘EPic
Cornard’ in Wells Hall Old School then on Thursday evening the
team go to Glemsford and set up ‘EPic Glemsford’ in the Glemsford village hall. On Friday
afternoon there is a football session at Gt Cornard Sports centre and then in the evening we
are at the Eden’s base in Sudbury for ‘EPic Sudbury’. On Sunday evening we have a session
at Eden’s in Sudbury for those interested in Christianity and on Monday the Eden’s football
team continue to play in the local Fellowship Football league in Gt Cornard. In line with the
changes happening in the schools in our area we are lowering our entry age range by one
more year, so young people will now be able to attend Eden’s activities from Year 7 (age
11/12).

In May we were really encouraged to see two of our young men get baptised following a
recent conversion and this had a further encouraging consequence that a number of their
friends wanted to find out more about Christianity. It was out of this that the “Why Bother?’
course was developed and presented to a group of interested young people on Sunday
evenings during the summer term. The course came to an end over the summer and two
young people became Christians during the final session! The young people who were
attending this course would like it to continue so there will be something of a similar nature
continuing on Sunday evenings this term and it is open to any young people interested in
finding out more about Christianity or who are quite new in their faith.

Stuart Ayling



FUTURE VISION
Another year has passed where we have seen the provision of
God for our work. The year started as usual with lan, Lesley and
l'.'u ure Jo, and loads of volunteers, taking God’s word into our schools
F either by assemblies, n:vision clubs or Open the Book. It is
Mh&%ﬁfﬂ?ﬂ always thrilling to think that we are planting the seed in over
1000 hearts every two weeks.

Then in March 2013 came the devastating news that we were short of money. In
fact so short that the work could only continue until the end of the school year. We
did not believe that God, who had opened the doors, wanted this work to stop and
so, as you know, we prayed and we put out an appeal to churches and individuals.
We were overwhelmed by the response. Thank you all for your generosity.

We have also been busy in the community. We had a stand at Sudbury on Show in
February and ran a stall with Children’s activities at both the Jagfest in May and Party
in the Park in July. It is good to be able to talk to the children about the Bilble and
most of them have background knowledge because of Open the Book.

We look forward to what God is going to do in the coming year, but if you want to
hear about that you will need to be at the Forum on 2" October.
Chris Rowe

TOWN PASTORS

Town pastors is a Suffolk based organization. There are eight other groups
in Suffolk: Ipswich, Bury St Edmunds, Felixstowe, Haverhill, Lowestoft,
Newmarket, Stowmarket, & Woodbridge. Town Pastors are Christians who

Towe look out for and support vulnerable people, giving assistance where
-ng-ra% appropriate. They are on the streets to provide a presence of friendliness
' and care so that people can enjoy their night out, defusing any potentially
aggressive situations.  Town Pastors are available to people as listeners, encouraging safe
behaviour for all, and fostering good relationships between the public, the police, door staff,
the local authorities and voluntary agencies. Town Pastors, working in pairs, wearing bright
distinctive jackets and headgear, are out on busy weekend nights from 10pm until the early
hours. Their aim is to provide a positive influence in the town - backed by prayer which is
provided by the Prayer/Town base. This is located in the Salvation Army HQ. A team of
people spend time in prayer for every situation that the Town Pastors may come across
during their patrols. They also listen into the town link radio network and can be called on
the phone. There is also a team of prayers that pray at home spending an hour or more
praying for the teams and situations throughout the night.

X

The work is coordinated by a management group and we have 18 trained volunteers for the
patrols and over 30 volunteers for prayer base and home praying. The volunteers come
froma wide spectrum of CTiS churches. They range from those in their early twenties to
sometheir seventies. There is a chronic shortage of men for the patrols which limits our
effectiveness as the pairs have to have at least one male in the team. On three occasions it
has not been possible to send out a team. As well as patrolling on Saturday nights town
pastors are active on special occasions like the Latitude festival.

John Clark


http://www.townpastors.org.uk/preview;jsessionid=FD66035BFDFA26D06BFED4930E807825.TCpfix103a?page=1&mode=preview
http://http/www.burytownpastors.org.uk/
http://www.felixstowetownpastors.org.uk/
http://http/en-gb.facebook.com/people/Haverhill-Town-Pastors/100002363581334
http://www.townpastorslowestoft.org.uk/
http://www.newmarkettownpastors.org/
http://www.stowmarkettownpastors.org.uk/about/
http://www.woodbridgetownpastors.org.uk/

Town Pastors Financial Report — January 1* 2013 to August 31st
Income Expenditure

Opening balance £3,560.00
Donations £160.00 £50.00 £3,670.00
Miscellaneous £237.90 £3,432.10
Uniforms £142.38 £3,289.72
Radio Hire £458.00 £2,831.72
Insurance £409.78 £2,421.94
Balance 31.08.13 £2,421.94
AGAPE CAFE

'W‘Vﬁ It hardly seems possible that we have just celebrated our 1* Birthday with a
AL 75 barbecue at Wells Hall Old School. What you might ask is Agape cafe? It is a
D ~ joint venture between the 3 churches in Great Cornard and it meets on the
:. __'""‘f""" second Sunday of each month, from 7.30 to 9.30 pm, at Wells Hall Old School.
?‘f};fw! It is a relaxed and informal evening where anyone can meet for a chat coffee
) (or tea) & cake(s) and live acoustic music. Over the last year we have had a
variety of entertainers including The Roadrunners, Emigre, Sarah Hunt, Steve Beedle & John
Finlinson.
Anyone is welcome, regardless of age and there is no charge for the evening (although we
do appreciate donations) — please come and join us.

Jon & Linda and The Agape Team

18-35s TASK GROUP
This year’s focus has been supporting outreach to (mainly) young people,
via Fellowship Football, Fellowship Snooker and Lynda’s Agape café.
These are models for engaging with non-churched young people: building
relationships, sharing our truths, supporting each other .

From January CTiS&D and New Life Church funded Paul Tamsett to devote a day per week to
18-35s. After 3 months he asked to put this on hold, for personal reasons. We hope to
resume soon.

Fellowship Football: Two players were baptised in May. Fellowship Snooker flourishes.
Agape Café likewise: some 18-35s have enjoyed the music, heard John Finlinson’s faith
story, and were at the BBQ. We rejoice when churches continue to reach out to YPs.

13 people from 10 local churches completed the 9-month Mission Shaped Ministry course
led by Dave Gardner.

Linda Hunt (Mackie) writes:

“l would recommend MSM to anybody who asks me. It really focuses you on whatever
ministry you are involved in, helps you understand how and why it may be working, and how
to improve. It is built in such a way that | (just starting a MSM - Agape) was able to take as
much from it as someone 5 years into their MSM. It is built for busy people so does not
become a burden and is very interactive which | enjoyed. You can just take from the
meetings or you can read deeper into topics through the MSM website. When the course is
finished it doesn't stop - mentoring from fabulous people (like Dave) with a wealth of
personal experience is offered. If | could | would start the course all over again in
September, so please do sign up!!” Roger Pullan



| -Spy Easter
This was our second time of running this wonderful form of
ﬁm I‘SPY& outreach into the community and despite biting cold winds our
- e intrepid Easter People tramped the streets in Sudbury. The
Eas er costumes gave them opportunity to explain who they were and
invite passing children to take part in collecting signatures and
then prizes for a completed card. In St Peter’s we had planes flying, drums sounding, craft

activities, face painting, dancing and even two very brave little girls sang a solo each,
delighting all who listened. Eleanor’s drama “Were you there?” was also presented.

Children wrote out Fish Prayers and hung them on a ‘tree’ by the Easter Garden; these were
taken into St Gregory’s Church for their Easter Day service. During the five weeks of Easter
the Garden remained in St Gregory’s and then the children’s prayers travelled around some
of the churches involved so that more people could pray over them.

I-Spy also took place in Halstead but with a difference. They met in Solar Supermarket and
handed out collection cards to the children who had to find the Easter People on the High
Street. To encourage conversations, the costumed Easter People each carried a ‘talking
point’ - a symbol of their role eg Mother Mary had a hankie; Magdalene spices and Peter
carried a cock in a cage!! As you can imagine, these opened up great opportunities for
conversations. To end they sang ‘Easter carols!’

What a Joy and privilege!! To present God’s Word in action, graphically as suits present day
genre. To God be the Glory !

The future?
The inspiration came from the Lord and is His to share among His people! As a result we are
now in the final stages of putting a package together so that any church group or Christian
fellowship can download it from the web and use it, as it is, or adapt it to their own
requirements. We have had our own logo designed which will help identify the package. We
too want to share this wonderful form of evangelism far and wide — and are happy to do so
without charging.

Lynda Sebbage & Eleanor Ridge

MEN IN CHRIST
Other than our regular fortnightly Sunday men’s fellowships and
Wednesday breakfasts the other projects that were organised during
2013 was Jagfest in May which helped raise funds mainly to support
the homeless and those in the process of being re-housed, and snooker evenings that
severely tested the eye — cue - ball coordination of the participants. We now know how the

Rev. Chris Ramsey spent his free time at bible college!! Exodus 14 v 21 “ Meanwhile , Moses
stretched out his rod over the red sea and the Lord opened up a path.....”

The Mi C group have decided that, due to falling numbers, to put on hold regular meetings
and pray that the way forward will be found to re-establish the group under the direction of
a church fellowship or minister so as to give it a greater voice and attract more members so
as to give Christian men the encouragement to fulfil whatever it is God is calling them to do.

The Wednesday breakfast 7.30am at Jaqui’s, North Street is continuing so that men can
meet and have fellowship as well as a full English.
Peter Sebbage



EXPLORE
As everyone will know the first sessions took place at the Thomas Gainsborough School in
the Spring. All the feed back was positive and by the time of the October
AGM we may know which other upper schools seem to be interested in taking part.
Congratulations to Andy Beard for all his hard work.

Chris Proffitt
CHRISTIAN AID
During Christian Aid Week in May, the Sunday evening service at
. Sudbury Baptist Church was lively and well attended; Methodist

minister Revd John Boardman led the service. Our speaker, Baptist
minister Revd John Clark, shared his experiences of mission in Brazil.

More than 70 people collected door to door in Sudbury and Great Cornard. The total of
£5,689 was an increase on last year, and a very good result in the current financial climate.
The majority of roads are covered, but more collectors would be beneficial. There were
separate collections in Long Melford & Shimpling, and in some other villages in the district.

In August, Christian Aid organised a canoe trip down the River Stour. Ten adults, including
Revd John Boardman, and Simon Snell, the new Regional Coordinator for Suffolk with his
ten-year-old son, arrived safely in Bures after paddling from Sudbury on a mainly fine day.
Sponsors contributed the magnificent sum of £1,433. With Gift Aid and quadruple matched
funding from the European Union, the total is expected to exceed £6,000. The event
supports projects in the Middle East helping people disabled by violence.

Christian Aid works on behalf of British churches in more than 50 countries, not only
providing emergency relief but, more importantly, supporting long term development. We
are most grateful to everyone who helps in any way. Malcolm Snow

FAIRTRADE

April 3rd 2013 will no doubt be commemorated for years to come! "Why?" |
hear you think. 'Twas the day Sudbury was declared a Fairtrade Town! A
hard-working group have been beavering away for the last four years so that
we could achieve the 5 criteria set by the Fairtrade Foundation. We had
applied last year but were told we needed to have more support from local
businesses. Thankfully, there are local businesses which support Fairtrade; it
was just a matter of finding them and getting their support.

FAIRTRADE

Now what? We have a new website http://www.sudburyfairtrade.org.uk/ Please have a
look at it. We also need to keep up the enthusiasm and Fairtrade momentum by having
events throughout the year and keeping Fairtrade in the local media. New ideas always
welcome. We took part in the national "IF Campaign" and demonstrated at Hyde Park,
London. Christians see Fairtrade as one way of supporting the poorest people in the world.
Fairtrade directly links the producers with the money in your pocket.

If your church is not yet a designated Fairtrade church, please Vvisit
www.fairtrade.org.uk/get involved/campaigns/fairtrade places of worship/fairtrade chur
ches

If you would like to become a regular supporter of Sudbury's Fairtrade Group, please contact
John and Ann Boardman 01787 372738



http://www.sudburyfairtrade.org.uk/
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/get_involved/campaigns/fairtrade_places_of_worship/fairtrade_churches
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/get_involved/campaigns/fairtrade_places_of_worship/fairtrade_churches

COMMUNICATIONS

EAST ANGLIAN DAILY TIMES Media
Mergulm }1 Regular monthly articles are being written for the Church Chat

- column in the Sudbury Mercury newspaper; these articles also
appear in the Sudbury & Long Melford Community News, in some church magazines and on
our website. Over the last year we have seen articles written by a wide range of contributors
which is really encouraging. This is a great way to spread the Christian message throughout
the town and surrounding villages and it would be very helpful if more people could come
forward with suggestions and perhaps the offer to write a suitable piece. You need not be an
accomplished writer as we can take care of that side of things! Communications is a vital
aspect of the work of Churches Together in Sudbury & District so if you need help with
writing articles, know of any publications you think would be interested in featuring our
stories or, as mentioned above, you have information that would make a good article, please
do contact me. Lynda Sebbage

Website and emails
m The website churchestogetherinsudbury.org.uk carries permanent
== information about Churches Together in Sudbury & District and individual

) churches, together with news both current and archived, and an online
ﬂ calendar. We welcome comments on articles; use the form on the Contact
us page under Communications. Please send other suggestions or

corrections to me via ctis.news@gmail.com . The site received over 17,000 visits in 2012 and
is averaging 41 visits a day this year. We have a linked flickr site showing more than 250

photos of CTiS&D events from recent years. The help from those who maintain the website
and Google Calendar is invaluable.

About 190 people receive emails about local church news; to join them contact me as above.
We are most grateful to those who ensure that items from Church News are included in
church magazines and weekly notices. Please make the website and email list known in your
own church community. Malcolm Snow

THE HEALING GROUP
The year has been a busy one for Churches Together on many fronts and the Healing Group
has been on the back burner for many different reasons. However with the end of the
holiday season, and now that life is returning to normal | am hoping that life will also come
back into the Healing Group.

Several people are booked to go to a special day Healing Day at St Mary’s Church Hadleigh,
on Saturday 14" September. The day is entitled ‘Freedom & Healing in Jesus’ Name’ — a day
to learn more about Healing, Wholeness and Reconciliation. It is organised by the Diocese of
St Edmundsbury & lpswich, and will be led by the Revd Dr. Alison Morgan (a teacher,
lecturer and author) and the Revd Martin Cavender (Director of ReSource). The day will
consist of lectures and group sessions on a variety of subjects, and will end with a closing
Eucharist at 3.00pm celebrated by Bishop Nigel Stock.

It will be good to use the Hadleigh Day as a starting point from which the Healing Group can
grow and expand so that we can see it as a work in progress, always praying that Jesus will
lead us every step of the way Jane Kohler


http://churchestogetherinsudbury.org.uk/
mailto:ctis.news@gmail.com

SUDBURY WATCH!
We are pleased to report that the building of the new Sudbury Health Centre proceeds well
at Churchfield Road. We remain confident that when it is up and running it will materially
improve overall health provision for the people of Sudbury town and district.
We remain unconvinced that the outsourcing of local community health care provision to
private contractors serves people adequately. We continue to monitor people’s
experiences. We meet the private provider regularly to press for improvement.
We are seriously concerned about the present government’s observable policy of increased
privatisation of health provision. The NHS as generally understood is no longer what it was.
Public opinion clearly reflects our concern. However this fundamental policy shift is not
within our remit. Discussion of it should - we think must - be debated politically at local and
national level. On the day when the government is proposing to charge for use of a vital
new regional road, we cannot urge this too strongly.
SUDBURY WATCH! will continue to press for improved local health provision. But we would
like to stress that other forces now seem to be abroad which threaten a way of life that
British people have benefitted from since the creation of the welfare state.

Richard Titford

MARKET TOWN PARTNERSHIP.

The Mary Portas bid for £100,000 to regenerate the town centre failed but
we were still awarded £10,000 which was mostly spent on the hugely
successful food and drink festival. To deal with bids of this type we had to
create the Town Team, largely made up of members of the Partnership
but with newcomers from the District and County councils.

The Transition part of the partnership continues to be active. Watch out for more exposure
of the apple press on Market Hill and help yourself to fruit and vegetables from the raised
bed outside the Kingfisher Centre. Chris Proffitt

FRIENDS OF ST PETER'S

The year has been full of activity. Tony Moore, the president died
" earlier in the year. He had followed John Betjeman in the post and

: 2 will be much missed. His memorial service took place in the
- i_‘;-}&g\ . church and his position will be taken up by Ronald Blythe.
The Churches Conservation Trust have actively encouraged us to
take the risk of leaving the church open but unattended on many days and so far there have
been lots of visitors and no problems.
Fiona Bruce's unfortunate article in the Daily Telegraph which suggested that the church
looked generally unloved and also asked “Where are the pews?”, activated a spirited
response in the local press giving the church a great deal of positive publicity possibly worth
thousands of pounds.
Watch out for more people with clip boards asking for your opinions and help.
Chris Proffitt

|
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 2012
Thanks to our generous benefactor, Bob Bettis, the Sudbury warehouse was
once again blessed with wonderful facilities where the team processed well
over 10,000 shoeboxes which were collected by one full loaded lorry and the




rest as a part load but all boxes going to Belarus. Locally and nationally we were full of
gratitude for the boxes we received. However, the charity (Samaritans Purse) had a
significant shortfall in the money donated with the shoeboxes to pay for the export of them.
Just as we need to have the means to post a parcel in this country, SP needs the means to
transport all the shoeboxes. 5 members of staff were made redundant as money and
reserves were reorganised so that we are still able to respond to Disaster relief and “Raise a
Family” (enabling churches who distribute the shoeboxes to learn how to sustainably help
their communities). We would prefer to have fewer Fillers and maybe less shoeboxes, so
that the money can be found instead to transport the shoeboxes donated so generously.
There will be some changes for the coming campaign, and as yet there is no warehouse.
If anyone feels able to help with the role of Presenter for schools, or in any other way,

please contact me. Thank you for your support. Nena M Harding (District Coordinator)
No 72
@, As We look back over our time here, it is amazing to see how things have
| @ B progressed.
ﬁ? We are a few weeks away from the anniversary of our commissioning in 2004 as

Family and Community Workers at Sudbury Baptist Church. We had just left
Bible College, and were eagerly anticipating the new challenge that God had set before us in
Sudbury.
Nine years later we are able to marvel and give thanks for all that God has done! His
provision has been amazing and we never fail to see his hand in evidence in different ways.
Not long after we started work in Sudbury a young mum stopped me in the street. ‘You're
that new family worker, aren’t you?’ she said. | nodded my head and smiled. ‘Well what can
you do to help us then?’ This was the start of our involvement with local families which has
developed into the work at Number72 today.
As the team has grown the service offered now addresses the family issues we encounter in
a much more targeted way than ever before. We now have a real joined up service that
includes advice, support and practical help, through bereavement and loss work, parenting
and relationship sessions, mediation/support and advocacy. In addition, the opportunity to
offer chaplaincy is indeed a privilege. We recognise that nobody comes in by accident and
we know from their comments that people experience the peace of God in our building -
although they might not call it that!
God'’s original word to us back in 2004 was ‘bind up the broken hearted and set the
prisoners free.” We give thanks that the shackles are being loosed and God is changing lives
as we are faithful to His word, doing good works as He gives us opportunity. Thank you for
the love and support you have shown to us and to this ministry which has had such a lasting
effect. We give thanks for it all in Jesus name. Tim Ayrton

stourvalley Storehouse Foodbank T\ “i;““‘]sﬁ
Vlneyal'd Storehouse is the compassion programme Slol fjﬂhﬁ“k

church

watisssoranary ~ OF Stour Valley Vineyard Church and works
in partnership with others groups and individuals. Our aim is to bring the love of Jesus to
people in crisis through practical help (food bags), a listening ear and the offer of prayer.
Recipients can then leave us knowing they are valued and with their dignity intact. We also
offer CAP Money Management ¢

We work on a referral basis using food vouchers issued by local organisations, eg. CAB, JC+,
local supported housing associations, children’s centres, and a number of others. Storehouse
started six years ago with a single bag after responding to a call from SCC Youth services.



Subsequently, we have seen a continual rise in demand for food bags particularly since
March with changes in Government legislation.

Each food bag contains four meals, milk, cereal, tea or coffee, tinned fruit, biscuits and
toiletries, if required. We gave out 52 bags in August alone — a significant amount of food.
At present, we are limited in the amount of food we can store so have been looking for
bigger premises for storage and drop-in facilities.

It has been such a pleasure for us to be developing new partnerships in the local community
with churches, schools, organisations and businesses in 2013. Many are now collection
points for donated food. Waitrose has partnered with us and enabled us to have food
collection weekends in store at least twice a year. The Christmas collection weekends
provide items for hampers for our community.

We feel the growing unity among local churches in this community programme is showing a
positive side at all levels in the town and surrounding villages. We also thank God for the
significant rise in Harvest Service collections which have been pledged to Storehouse.

We would like to thank everyone who supports Storehouse, we couldn’t do this without you.
Beryl Worvell

Kettle & Fish

K@*ﬁﬂ@ & ﬁﬁh I;ett/e & Fish 'has held 3? sessions since the Ia§t AGM. Numbers have

" een surprisingly volatile over the year, with consecutive weeks
: / having quite different numbers of visitors. It has been a delight to
have some sessions when we have been rushed off our feet, but a
bit disappointing when very few people come into the church. The
stalls continue to give an extra dimension to our sessions — thanks to the Fairtrade team, to
the Romanian gipsy crew and to Brenda; also to Sue for her knitting corner. We have also
had a number of occasional visitors with stalls — the Trefoil Guild, the Lifeboat Association,

Age Concern Suffolk.

As in previous years we have also helped out with refreshments for the Christmas Tree
Festival, the Historic Churches Cycle Ride. The important thing is that visitors realise that
Kettle & Fish is a Christian project — and many continue to be impressed that Sudbury’s
churches are able to work together so harmoniously.

The ‘Fishes’ are still at work listening and available, and prayer is often requested — either by
written requests which are taken to the Prayer Breakfast or by personal prayer in St Peter’s
itself. God alone knows the extent and outcome of the prayers and conversations which
flow over the coffee tables. Please God may many souls know more of God and His Kingdom
because of Kettle & Fish.

However, | do have to report that behind the scenes we are often stretched to the limits.
The stock of volunteers has very sadly declined, through folk moving away, but more
especially through the ravages of old age, and for more personal reasons. The situation is
becoming so acute that the long-term future of Kettle & Fish is possibly jeopardised. Please
pray for more regular volunteers — it’s a joy to serve God in Kettle & Fish — two or three
hours once a month is, well, just two or three hours once a month.

And there are good things to report from behind the scenes — especially the advent of
Christine & Ken as co-leaders. But more of all that at the AGM. Malcolm Offord
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