
Church Chat July 2013 

 

Those of you familiar with the narrative concerning the final weeks of 

Jesus Christ’s life, death and resurrection will remember that his last recorded 

words to his followers were – ‘you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

comes on you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth’ (taken from the first chapter of the Acts of 

the Apostles). It’s intriguing to attempt to apply that injunction to a 21st-century, 

Sudbury-centered context. What would Jesus’ words mean if they had been 

proclaimed on the Market Hill and how would we interpret and then implement 

them?  

Firstly, ‘Jerusalem’ would become ‘Sudbury’. Many of the Church Chats 

have focused on the work of the Sudbury churches at a local level – Kettle & Fish 

in St Peter’s most Thursdays, the Town Pastors every Saturday night, Storehouse 

run by the Vineyard Church with contributions from many other sources, Future 

Vision and the clubs it runs in local schools, the Eden’s Project working among the 

town’s young people.  

Secondly, ‘Judea and Samaria’ would become the district around Sudbury. 

In fact the organization which groups the churches of Sudbury together is known 

as Churches Together in Sudbury & District (CTiS). The churches impact the 

‘district’ in a number of ways - Eden’s has recently set up two clubs, in Great 

Cornard and Glemsford; Future Vision presents Open the Book, dramatic 

illustrations of Bible stories, in a number of the villages surrounding Sudbury. 

And CTiS has just held its summer Forum and barbeque in Bures Baptist Church 

(in previous years we have held similar events in Glemsford and Lavenham).  

But the third element – ‘to the ends of the earth’? Can little Sudbury hope 

to fulfill that part of Jesus’ instruction? In fact it’s good to report that the 

churches of Sudbury do respond to that as well. The Christian Aid collections 

undertaken each May usually raise over £5K for the relief of poverty in many 

parts of the world. We help the town’s Fairtrade Group promote their products 

and publicise their campaign. Individual churches and private individuals also 

adopt many Christian charities, working in various parts of the world.  



However, the most recent example of Sudbury’s churches taking on that 

third element of Jesus’ instruction was to host the visit of a pastor from Syria. A 

very moving and sobering account of life in Syria at the present time was 

presented to a large gathering in St Gregory’s church. As we know from news 

reports that we hear daily on radio and TV, life is extremely difficult and 

dangerous for all Syrians whatever their background. But to meet people who 

are trying to live out their Christian faith in such circumstances brings us much 

closer to the reality of the horrors of daily bombardment and killings – and to the 

imperative that Syrian Christians feel to obey Jesus’ call to action in the most 

appalling of situations. They have set themselves the task of undertaking 

humanitarian work, offering food and supplies to desperate families and of 

demonstrating God's love to both sides of the conflict, often arousing incredulity 

amongst the warring factions. And that example of dedication to God’s calling by 

Christian people in such a hostile environment is a powerful challenge to us all. 
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