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Mark Topping comes to Sudbury 
 

The legendary travelling 18
th

 century preacher, John Wesley is coming to Sudbury – somewhere he never 

visited in his life! 

 

Actor, Mark Topping will be performing as the founder of Methodism at St John's Methodist Church on 

Saturday May 25
th

. He has been touring the country as the charismatic clergyman for six years, performing 

in more than a hundred churches and theatres. 

 

The drama, My Own Familiar Friend, looks at Wesley’s relationship with his hymn-writing brother, Charles 

Wesley. It highlights their adventurous lives – including their confrontations with the drunken mobs who 

were frequently stirred up to disrupt their preaching.  

 

“John and Charles Wesley are fascinating characters who had extraordinary lives,” says Mark Topping. 

“They both had a profound effect on people’s faith and how they lived their lives. They influenced the 

culture of the whole country. In the play I use  their journals, letters and sermons to bring the story to life. 

John Wesley was a gifted communicator and speaks of his brother with great charm, directness and wit.” 

 

John Wesley rode throughout England for 50 years preaching in hundreds of towns, but never came to 

Sudbury. The nearest he got was Stoke by Clare on Tues 5th  and Weds 6th Jan 1762. In his journal he wrote: 
“The congregation came from many miles round, and God was in the midst of them. Their hearty prayers 

went up on every side, and many felt the answer to them.”  

 

John Wesley (1703-1791) was a Church of England priest who travelled the British Isles on horseback, 

preaching in the open air. He founded Methodism which became a separate church after his death. Charles 

Wesley (1707-1788) 

 

 

Mark Topping played to a full house at St Peter’s during the recent Art and Soul Exhibition in Sudbury 

 

 

My Own Familiar Friend is at St John's Methodist Church, Sudbury on Saturday May 25
th 

at 7.30 pm. To 

reserve tickets, price £8.00, call Gill Phillips on 01787 310840.  Tickets are also available from the Tourist 

Information Office in Sudbury Library, Market Hill.  There are only a limited number so please book as 

soon as possible. 

 

Refreshments will be available 

 

 

For more information contact Gill Phillips on 01787 310840 or email gillian.phillips@gmx.co.uk  
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