
 

UPDATE on Lebanon by Jill & Roger Pullan 1st - 21st March 2013 (12 days in Beirut, 

8 in Tyre, also with Rev. Glyn Jones for a week). 

The country situation: Lebanon is increasingly affected by the civil war in Syria. 

Estimates vary but up to 1m. Syrians are said to have taken refuge there – adding 

25% to the usual 4m. population. This is not sustainable (eg in Tyre we were told 

labourers’ daily wages have dropped from £10 to £4). Factional tensions are rising. 

There are regular Sunni/Alawite gunfights in the North, and there is Sunni/Hezbollah 

friction in Sidon. Thankfully, all political leaders are calling for calm and the Army has 

been effective.  

Rich Syrians live in hotels, others with relatives, and many others are in tents and 

shacks. A friend of ours has taken a family of 8 into his basement (see photo of 

some). We heard from them of relatives shot, their neighbourhood bombed. Tears 

flowed. We were able to give some material support but the future is very bleak. 

Links with Evangelical Christian schools. Tyre: now 1000 pupils. This time last 

year was awful. 7 experienced missionaries had left or were leaving, due to problems 

with the management. After 150 years its very future was in doubt. Many of you 

prayed, and God has answered. An excellent new Christian HM and his American wife 

are now installed. Numbers are up from 800. There are major improvements to 

buildings. The spiritual life of the School continues. Volunteers (from UK) would be 

very welcome.                                                                                             

Meanwhile a former teacher at the school has started Tyre Community School, in a 

fine former RC complex. 600 students already! Another (UK) teacher has become 

deputy Head of a small Christian school up near the ski slopes (yes! Lebanon has 

snow!)                                                                                                              

Ain Zhalte (350): is currently without a HM. Please pray for one.                   

Louaize (Beirut, 1300) continues well, under its Christian HM.                        

Blessed (boarding school for blind & children with learning difficulties, 69 students): 

We saw fabric improvements, and the splendid new Nissan minibus bought with 

money raised by Glyn through UK churches and Rotary (see photo).  We lunched with 

students & teachers. A truly “Blessed” ministry.                                                                                        

Home of Hope (Boarding for 65 rescued street children, including Syrian refugees). 

A transformation since last year. The corrupt Director was sacked, a fine Christian 

couple now run it. Many physical improvements, but more needed. Rev. Glyn is 

starting a fund to help them, and we welcome enquiries from anyone interested in 

volunteering there (eg decorating, child care etc). To know more, see Glyn at Kettle & 

Fish or email glyn@glyn-jones.fsnet.co.uk, or ring him on 319732 or us (see below).   

What future for Lebanon & Syria? Our friend Rev. Gamal, who pastors a church 

in Damascus, fears for the Christians. But its Christ’s church: let us pray fervently for 

the Kingdom.  For more info or ways to help: Rojill@aol.com, or tel. 01787 372482.      

 

mailto:Rojill@aol.com


 

 

Syr family 2013-03-18   

     

New Bus 2013-03-20 


