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Samaritan's Purse is a Christian charity with links in many 

countries, whereby local churches abroad are being 

empowered to use their talents to provide the resources to 

meet the needs of the vulnerable in their own communities.  

The charity is also one of the leading charities recognised by 

the UN for emergency aid and disaster relief.   

 

It was founded by Bob Pierce in the 1970s after he had visited suffering children on the Korean 

island of Kojedo. Bob’s vision for the organisation was to "to meet emergency needs in crisis areas 

through existing evangelical mission agencies and national churches". Over the years since it 

started, the ministry has grown extensively across the globe, with the emphasis on following the 

biblical example of the Good Samaritan. Working under the umbrella of Samaritan’s Purse is 

another facet of the charity – Operation Christmas Child.    

 

Operation Christmas Child is especially for very poor and hurting children across many countries in 

the world.   Each year people young and old up and down the land donate shoeboxes filled with 

love to be given to children of any faith or none, and unconditionally. The decorated boxes hold 

small gifts, such as a woolly hat, writing and hygiene items, sweets, a cuddly toy and a ball.  Church 

partners overseas sometimes offer the Christmas Story where appropriate, and some may offer the 

chance to learn more about the Christian faith. However, this is not a condition for receiving a 

Christmas shoebox. 

 

Their local volunteer Nena Harding describes the challenges - particularly last year – of organising 

the campaign locally here in Sudbury: "It hardly seems possible that a whole year has passed since 

it looked unlikely that Operation Christmas Child would happen in Sudbury.  There had been 

appeals on local radio and in the local press, and at the eleventh hour we had the offer of a huge 

warehouse from Ridgeons.” 

 

With an enormous amount of hard work and goodwill from many people, 2011 witnessed a 

fantastic Shoebox Campaign, resulting in well over 11,000 shoeboxes full of small gifts and love 

being sent off to needy children and the elderly in Belarus.  During the campaign, the team 



welcomed groups visiting the warehouse from many schools and some churches, and they hope 

that this year there may be even more local interest.  

 

Nena went out to Belarus in June this year, as she explains: “I visited some of the children's homes 

and districts where our shoeboxes will be distributed this year, and it was an amazing and very 

humbling experience. It is so important that we continue with this work, so if anyone would be 

interested in joining in with Operation Christmas Child, booking a talk, finding out more, or would 

even like to join the team of volunteers, please contact me.” 

 

This year the local campaign will be back at Unit 5, Stour Valley Business Park, Brundon Lane, 

thanks once again to our benefactor Bob Bettis.  The team will meet at 10.30am on 13
th

 November 

in Unit 5.  Would your church or group like to join in?  If so, please contact the District Coordinator, 

Nena, on 01787 377466. 

 

 

 
"Let my heart be broken with the things that break the heart of God." 

 


