
 

Minutes of the Forum and AGM held on 

October 4th 2012 at the Salvation Army 
 

 

The Forum was attended by 36 people representing 16 churches 

 

1. The Forum was welcomed by the Chairman, Peter Halden 

 

Major Tom Crozier opened the Forum with prayer and Major Jean Crozier outlined the work 

being done by the Salvation Army.   

 

Prayer was also offered for Rev Greg Webb, Jamie & Suzy Allen and their family  and Coral & 

Paul Jones 

  

2. Apologies for absence were received from Malcolm and Judith Offord, Rev Greg Webb, Rev 

Simon Gill, Rev John Boardman, Rev Chris Ramsey, Edith Halden, Bob & Eileen Bird, Ian 

Copeman, Ken Steel, David Rout and Suffolk Road Church 

 

3.  A very warm welcome was extended by CTiS  to Catherine Brown – pastor at Bures Baptist 

and to Cecil White – Minister at the United Reformed Church in Sudbury [and Long Melford, 

Clare and Cavendish] 

 

4. Minutes of June Forum  

The minutes were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. There were no 

matters arising. 

 

5. Annual Reports 

These had been circulated in advance of the Forum.  The Chairman expressed thanks to 

everyone who had written reports and to Chris for collating them. The Forum agreed that the 

amount of work/outreach being undertaken by CTiS was fantastic 

 

6. Treasurer’s Report 

The accounts for the year 1st September 2011 to 31st August 2012 had been circulated before 

the meeting.  There were no questions. The Chairman proposed that the report should be 

accepted – coupled with a vote of thanks to the Treasurer for all the work he does.  The Forum 

unanimously accepted the report and approved the payments listed. 

 

7. Chairman’s Remarks 

The Chairman said that he had a great desire to see the barriers of denominationalism broken 

and to see Christians working together for the good of the kingdom and he firmly believed that in 

Sudbury & District Churches Together this was happening.  He referred to the success of Kettle 

and Fish and to Alive on Market Hill with Godfrey Birtell, Easter Story and I Spy Easter.  There 

was also Pentecost Praise with Mark Melluish and a healing day – with Jennifer Rees 

Larcombe. Members of churches have been involved with Party in the Park, Town Pastors, Men 

in Christ, Fellowship Football – he said the list was endless. 

He thanked those who had worked with him over the past three years, including those in EnGp, 



the Steering Committee, and meetings with Ministers.  He also thanked his wife for her support 

whilst he had been Chair. 

Tim Ayrton proposed a vote of thanks to Peter for his leadership during his term of office and for 

all the work he had done.  This was agreed unanimously. 

 

8. Spectrum – Contemporary Christian Studies 

Andrew Buttress, Director of Spectrum, was introduced.  He explained that Spectrum provides 

learning opportunities which bridge Christian faith and our contemporary world.  It is based in 

Bury St Edmunds and is interdenominational.  He said that the church “needed to wear 

contemporary clothes” to be relevant, credible and plausible to the modern world.  To assist the 

church in this, Spectrum runs leadership conferences, workshops and short courses. 

The course brochure was distributed and Mr Buttress outlined the content of each course. 

He then looked at where Spectrum would go after this academic year.  He asked whether a 

wider area for courses might be needed and posed the question as to whether Churches 

Together could be the right vehicle to provide courses where Spectrum would provide publicity 

material and run the courses and CT would publicise and promote those courses. 

Answering questions, Mr Buttress confirmed that courses could be tailor-made provided the 

subject related to everyday life.  He also confirmed that courses relating to those with learning 

disabilities were both for those with learning disabilities and for those who work with people with 

learning disabilities. 

Mr Buttress was thanked for his introduction to Spectrum. 

 

9. Election of Officers 

The following nominations had been received:- 

Chairman  Malcolm Offord 

Vice Chairmen Peter Halden 

   Peter Sebbage 

Treasurer  Peter Heard 

Secretary  Chris Rowe 

Minutes Secretary Gill Phillips 

 
It was proposed that these officers should be elected en bloc.  The Forum agreed unanimously. 
 
The Chairman expressed thanks to Lynda Sebbage who had decided not to stand again.  She 
had worked very hard for CTiS over the years 
 
In his absence, Malcolm Offord had sent a message to the Forum.  This is appended at the end 
of  the minutes. 
 

10. Ratification of Appointments 
 
The following appointments were ratified by the Forum:- 
 
Chairman of Kettle & Fish  Malcolm Offord 
Manager of Kettle & Fish   Judith Offord 
WATCH representative   Rev Richard Titford 
Christmas Lights Committee rep  Lynda Sebbage 
Sudbury Town Partnership rep  Chris Proffitt 
Friends of St Peters   Chris Proffitt 
Chilton Woods Development  Jane Kohler 



11. Explore 

 

Tim Ayrton explained that the Marriage Focus Group had a vision of a school-based project 

enabling pupils from age 13 upward to have the opportunity to discuss meaningfully, with an 

adult, relationships.  He said that teenagers had very little preparation for forming enduring 

relationships.  If such a project were to take place in Sudbury – a co-ordinator would need to be 

appointed.  The co-ordinator would be answerable to and supported by a hub group consisting 

of Chris Proffitt as Chair, Tim Ayrton, and Matthew Warnack.  Anyone wishing to join this group 

should contact either Chris or Tim.  Rev John Boardman and Rev Chris Ramsey had already 

made some general contacts with the two Upper Schools.  The project would cost money – an 

estimated £2000 in the first year.  This would cover the employment of a part-time worker for 4 

hours a week or 16 hours a month on a self-employed basis together with any other expenses 

such as travel costs etc. There was a possibility that it could cost less if funding could be found 

from the schools or elsewhere. 

 

In answer to questions it was noted that couples who offered to be available to answer any 

questions posed by the teenagers would come from outside the Sudbury area.  It was also 

confirmed that it was not intended that the project should be overtly Christian although the 

person who might be approached to take the part-time worker post was a Christian. 

 

The Chairman said he hoped people would consider seriously whether they could offer help 

with this project. He proposed that Forum gives authority to EnGp to set up an Explore Group, 

with all the financial implications, including the appointment of a part time worker. The whole 

would be overseen by a working group the appointment of which again to be agreed by EnGp.  

A report on the progress of this would be given to the December Forum meeting.  This proposal 

was seconded by David Ford and approved unanimously by the Forum. 

12.  Future Events 

 

Eleanor Ridge spoke about the initial planning for I-Spy Easter due to take place on Saturday 

30th March 2013.  She said it is a wonderful opportunity for outreach that churches cannot 

afford to miss so churches needed to be approached now to see if they had members who 

would be prepared to be a part of the team, whether as a character,  

making crafts with the children, helping with the organisation or  

anything else. Any offers should be made to her or to Lynda Sebbage. 

13.  Any Other Business 

 Peter Avery said that the “Daniel Project” described as “The film for 2012... and beyond!” is 

to be shown at Living Waters on Sunday 28th October from 11.00 am to approx 3.00 pm. 

 The AFC Sudbury programme shows Rev Brian Stenner as their Chaplain. 

 The Samaritans Purse Christmas Shoeboxes operation starts on 13th November at 10.30 am 

in the warehouse on Brundon Industrial Estate.   

 The Chair reminded the meeting that we are stronger together and will achieve more than 

we would as individual churches. 



14. Closing Prayer 

The meeting closed in prayer 

 

******************************  

 

Malcolm Offord’s message to the Forum 

 

If I’m elected as the Chair of Churches Together in Sudbury & District for the next year, 2012/2013, I 

should like to thank all those who will have voted for me. Sorry that I can’t be with you today, but I’m 

recharging my batteries on the Mediterranean in preparation for undertaking the role of Chairman of 

CTiS&D! 

 

I’ve been connected with the movement ever since I retired back into Sudbury in 2003. I’ve been as 

involved in CTiS’s activities as much as I can, in particular running Kettle & Fish with Judith for the 

past five or so years, and as Vice-Chair for the past three or so years, I’ve been closely associated 

with the workings and ideals of the organisation. 

 

Being an oldish man rather than a young one who would have a vision to provide inspiration for the 

future, I will have to settle for a dream. So, my dream for the next year is to enable more and more 

people to express their Christian faith through the events and projects we run. These – like Town 

Pastors, Kettle & Fish, MiCs, Marriage Focus (which needs a new name), Fellowship Football, in 

which league we have our very own team – are supra-church, by which I mean that they draw on 

and rely on support from the town’s churches. Indeed it’s very unlikely that they could be run by a 

single church. We need to collaborate to provide these services to the community. Their value is 

proved by the good reports they receive, not only from Christians but also from folk outside the 

churches. 

 

In no way are we trying to compete with the churches. We appreciate the support of our ministers in 

all that we do – without that we would have little or no authority to operate in the town.  I hope that 

we will continue to receive their backing. 

 

My dream is that more and more Christian folk will feel that they can make a difference in our town, 

not only through our projects, but also through worshipping together – think Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity, United Services, Forums. Our strength and influence will derive from our common 

bond in our faith. God bless you all. 


