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Churches Together in Sudbury And District 
 Annual Reports 2012 

 
AN OVERVIEW 

 
In some senses the year 2011/2012 has been a quiet one, but in other ways it has been very 
busy.  With no Easter Story, I Spy Easter, Alive on the Hill or Pentecost Praise there was little 
out of the ordinary taking Place, but Churches Together and all the affiliated organisations 
Kettle and Fish, Town Pastors, Future Vision, Eden’s, No 72, Marriage Focus Group, Men in 
Christ Sudbury (MICS), 18-35 group, and the Football Fellowship were all working as hard as 
ever throughout the year.  Add to that our representation in other causes; Samaritan’s 
Purse, WATCH, The Friends of St Peter’s and Sudbury Market Town Partnership, collecting 
for Christian Aid Week and encouraging the town to become a Fairtrade town plus a visit 
from Tony Anthony (organised by Edens) and it can be seen just how busy it has been.  I 
almost forgot to mention that MICS and Future Vision were once again present at Party in 
the Park.  MICS with a BBQ and FV making trumpets and sharing the Walls of Jericho story 
with the children. 
 
The attached reports are very encouraging and show God at work in our midst.  Prayers have 
been answered and crises averted all because of the faithfulness of our God.  Please read all 
the reports carefully and see what GREAT things God has done in Sudbury and District.  As 
you read remember that prayer is the power house of God’s work and commit to praying 
regularly for at least one of these organisations in the coming year. 
 
Of course the main power house in Sudbury is the weekly Saturday prayer breakfasts.  It 
seems that no matter where they are held and what the weather is like at least 20 people 
gather to pray and sometimes there have been as many as 40. Prayer changes things and 
brings about great unity of spirit among the people. 
 
United services and Forums have continued to be well attended.  Great blessings are 
received from the churches that act as hosts.  In not so sunny and warm June about 50 
people enjoyed the hospitality of Lavenham Church both at the Forum and the preceding 
barbecue.  Some intrepid people even braved the weather and a huge number of steps to  
Enjoy the view from the top of the tower. 
 
The Enabling group (Engrp), the executive arm of CTiS&D has continued to meet regularly.  
Every effort has been made to keep up with everything that is happening, to give 
encouragement when things get tough and to look for new ways of serving God in the 
community. 
 
At this point thanks must be expressed to Peter Halden, as he hands over the Chairmam’s 
baton.  The chairman’s role is a busy one and our thanks go to Peter for all that he has done 
in the past 3 years and as we look forward we commit ourselves to continuing the work to 
the Glory of God. 

Chris Rowe  

Secretary 
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KETTLE AND FISH 
     
Kettle & Fish has held 34 sessions in the last year. The year started cold and 
slow but by the time that we reached the spring, numbers of visitors were 
increasing very encouragingly, and during the summer we had some very busy 
weeks, although others were disappointingly quiet. Numbers seem to be 

completely unpredictable. The format of the weekly sessions has changed very little this 
year. Each week we set up ten small tables and four large ones; there is the very important 
Fair Trade stall, plus stalls for the Romanian gipsy goods, Brenda’s handicrafts and, a 
welcome return, the Richards’ bookstall. There have been small adaptations regarding the 
prayer area and the church news tables, which have been very effective. Candles are lit on a 
regular basis; prayer requests continue to come in, which are then taken to the next Prayer 
Breakfast; answers to prayer are also notified. The most significant changes are more behind 
the scenes in the area of personnel and general management. A number of new volunteers 
have been recruited, as, sadly, some of the more senior members of the team have had to 
‘retire’. Very behind the scenes are the setting up and dismantling of the equipment, and it 
has been a great relief to have a team of enthusiastic and dedicated people to help out week 
by week. We are very grateful to Martin & Gill Sparks for taking on the role of organisers of 
the setting up on a Wednesday afternoon. Thanks especially to Judith and Eleanor who 
ensure the smooth running of operations. Kettle & Fish has also been called upon to provide 
refreshments for the Christmas Tree Festival, Switching on of the Town’s Lights and the 
Historic Churches’ Cycle Ride. It’s a great opportunity to be able to promote our Christian 
faith and inspiration on so many occasions through the year. We would not do it if we did 
not have our faith to share and if we were not inspired by God’s love for us, which moves us 
on the one hand to encourage the Christians who visit us and on the other to try to 
demonstrate to non-Christians that Christians are concerned about the community we live in 
and have a resounding message of love and reconciliation to impart.  

Malcolm Offord 
 

THE HEALING MINISTRY TASK GROUP 

 
The Group organised two successful talks by guest speakers earlier this year 
on the subject of “pastoral care of the terminally ill and bereaved” and 
“children and bereavement”.  Both sessions were well attended and well 
received with people expressing a desire to see further talks in the future. To 
that end, we have two dates in the diary for early 2013 when Mary 
Cantacazene is speaking on living with loss and the other to be finalised but 
likely to be the new hospital chaplain for West Suffolk Hospital.  As before, 

the talks will be held at Suffolk Road Church to whom we are most grateful for their 
hospitality. Please put the dates in your diary : 24th & 31st January 2013. 
The weekend planned for Jennifer Rees Larcombe’s visit (13th + 14th October) has had to be 
postponed to next year by agreement with Jen.  Whilst this is disappointing, we realise that 
all is in God’s timing and we therefore look forward to welcoming Jen in 2013.  Further 
details at a later date. 

Lynda Sebbage 
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PRAYER BREAKFASTS  
 

Eleven churches regularly host a breakfast at 8 am on Saturday mornings.  
Many and grateful thanks to all who rise early and serve us so well.   Sadly 
we have lost Friends during their renovations and Salvation Army as the 
Majors now also have oversight of Salvation Army Lavenham but our 
numbers are increasing and range weekly from 20 to 38! 
 
A prayer for our churches during our early days (2004) was that God would 

“baptise our imaginations” (Eph 1 beyond our dreams).  Taking a look back we can see what 
great new concepts have resulted, some in individual churches, some jointly under CTiS&D: 
 
All ages Kettle & Fish – needy and lonely  
 Living Waters – Pop-in support for needy 
 New Life Church – Agape Cafe 
 Town Pastors 
 
Children Future Vision / n:vision / Open the Book / Life Path  
 Baptist Messy church / CtiS&D  I Spy Easter  
 
Teens Eden’s Project: Youth leadership training / satellite groups Glemsford & Gt 

Cornard / Sports Upper Schools  
 
Men Men in Christ / Breakfasts / Fellowship Football / Soul Cafe 
 
What a privilege to gather in Jesus’ powerful Name and ask for more outpouring of His Holy 
Spirit over our local ministry and needy world.  
 

More is wrought by prayer than man can dream of  -  BUT… 
We will not receive if we don’t ask! 

Eleanor Rodge 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Media 
Regular monthly articles are being written for the Church Chat 
column in the Sudbury Mercury newspaper; these articles also 

appear in the Sudbury & Long Melford Community News. This is a great way to spread the 
Christian message throughout the town and surrounding villages although it would be very 
helpful if people could come forward with suggestions or even the offer to write a suitable 
piece. You need not be an accomplished writer as we can take care of that side of things!  
Communications is a vital aspect of the work of Churches Together in Sudbury & District so if 
you need help with writing articles, know of any publications you think would be interested 
in featuring our stories or, as mentioned above, you have information that would make a 
good article, please do contact me. 

Lynda Sebbage 

 

Website, Facebook and emails 
The website churchestogetherinsudbury.org.uk carries permanent 
information about Churches Together in Sudbury & District and individual 

 

http://churchestogetherinsudbury.org.uk/
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churches, together with news both current and archived, and an online calendar. We 
welcome comments on articles; just use the “Leave your response!” box below each one. 
Please send other suggestions or corrections to me via ctis.news@gmail.com . The site 
received nearly 17,000 visits in 2011 and is averaging 48 visits a day this year. We have a 
linked flickr site showing more than 250 photos of CTiS&D events from recent years. 
 
Our Facebook pages appear to be dormant. We would welcome more traffic! 
About 190 people receive emails about local church news; to join them contact me as above. 
We are most grateful to those who ensure that items from Church News are included in 
church magazines and weekly notices. Please make the website and email list known in your 
own church community. 

Malcolm Snow 
 

EDEN’S  
 
Mostly, Eden’s activities have remained the same this past year as 
we have continued to do the Monday sports sessions, two after-
school drop-ins, Friday and Saturday evenings and Sanctifi on 

Sunday evenings for teenage Christians and those interested in Christianity.  It has also been 
exciting to do some different events, which included hosting the CTiS service in June which 
was an evangelistic event with Tony Anthony as the speaker, and taking a small group of 
young people with specific needs on a canoeing day. 
There have also been some changes for Eden’s this year as God has moved us into some new 
areas, after we received funding for a new youth provision called Epic Glemsford on 
Thursday evenings.  This began in April and is based in the Village Hall where we set up the 
usual computer games, internet and music equipment.  There are also snacks available and 
outdoor sports when the weather permits.  This has gone very well since it has been running 
and we are now also able to begin a similar provision: EPic Cornard that will be based in 
Wells Hall Old School.   Due to this increase in evening activities we are streamlining the now 
rebranded EPic Sudbury  sessions to Thursday afternoons and Friday evenings, we believe 
we are following God’s direction in offering Eden’s services to a wider geographical area and 
larger amount of young people. 
After the financial worries of last year, God has been extremely good to us and provided just 
the finances that have been needed throughout this year.  Much of this has come through 
faithful giving of the churches in Sudbury and district as well as support from faithful 
individuals.  We would like to take this opportunity to express our heartfelt thanks for this 
financial and prayerful support. We trust God for his provision as we begin our new financial 
year. 
If anyone would like to pray with the Eden’s staff and other supporters please do join us for 
our weekly prayer meeting at our new time of 2-3pm on term-time Thursday afternoons at 
Eden’s Project, 45 Gainsborough Street, Sudbury. 

Stuart Ayling 
 
 

FUTURE VISION  
 

Future Vision reports another year of Gods provision and blessing. 
Sometimes it does, but it shouldn’t surprise us to see God at work 

when we follow his ways and lean on him for our wisdom and strength.  So central to this 
report is our gratefulness and thanks to a great God who hears and answers our prayers and 
chooses to bless the work we are involved in.  We are also grateful to God for those who 

mailto:ctis.news@gmail.com
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recognize the huge opportunities we are given in our schools and encourage and support us 
by praying, giving and working with us. We thank God for you too. 
 
Open the Book is enormously popular in the Primary Schools.  Staff and children love it and it 
offers a very visual way of sharing Bible stories with the children and giving them time to 
reflect on their meaning. Lesley Mitchell did a superb job organizing it all while Jo was 
enjoying some special time being a Mum. Jo is now back in harness and life may be a little 
less hectic for Lesley!    The work has been enhanced this year by some super new props 
made for the story telling. – professional in quality. 
 
The Nvision clubs continue to run successfully in a number of schools out of school hours.  
They are themed sessions offering children another opportunity to learn more about the 
Bible and themselves. 
 
One of the highlights of the year was the Lifepath adventure just before the summer half 
term.  Over two days lots of children enjoyed all sorts of experiences that gave them a 
picture of the life of a monk.  A ‘real live’ monk joined them from Cambridge and told them 
what a 2012 monk does!  There was opportunity to do calligraphy, sing, experience prayer 
and many other activities.  The whole thing was put together and led by Ian  with a host of 
volunteers without whom much of our work couldn’t happen. 
 
We had one of the few Saturdays free of rain for our AGM held at All Saints School.  Thank 
you to the people who came and shared a BBQ and a taster of what happens in our schools 
all year round. 
 
Please continue to pray with us, to give to God’s work and to partner with us so that this 
important work can keep going and further God’s kingdom in this part of God’s world. 
 

Faith Marsden 
MARRIAGE FOCUS GROUP 

 
During the year, MFG attendees have included Rev John Clark, Roger Pullan 
(acting Secretary); Syd Platt; Tim & Joy Ayrton; Sheila Ruse, Malcolm Snow, 
Peter Halden, Rev John Boardman, Rev Chris Ramsey, Sue Kistruck, Malcolm 
Offord, Chris Proffitt & Rev B Stenner.  
Rev John Clark gave up the Chair in December due to work pressures, and 
Tim Ayrton was appointed Chairman in early 2012. Our warm thanks to John 
for his contribution to this work. The Prepare & Enrich marriage preparation & support 
programme continues through No 72 North St. Referrals for in depth counselling are made 
to Inspire Christian Counselling (Ipswich) or other suitable professionals. Our updated Guide 
for local church weddings continues to be distributed throughout the town. 
We have given much time to studying the Explore programme (a nationwide scheme for 
engaging Upper school students in discussion about marriage – see 
www.theexploreexperience.co.uk). Revs. Boardman & Ramsey are pursuing contacts with our 
2 new Academy schools, and we interviewed a candidate for the key (part-time) post of local 
organiser. We currently seek new volunteers for the Explore management group. If this and 
other requirements are met, the work could begin in early January. Please pray. Marriage is 
a bedrock of our society, and speaks to Christians of the relationship of Christ to his church. 
It is sadly in real decline in our “Christian” country. We believe engaging with teens is a good 
place to start a reversal.  

Roger Pullan 

http://www.theexploreexperience.co.uk/
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TOWN PASTORS 
 
The Town Pastors continue their ministry to the needy and vulnerable on 
Saturday nights. A team of two has been out every week come rain or 
snow. As well as covering the pubs, clubs and streets on a Saturday night 
from 10pm to 4am, a new initiative has been started. Younger teenagers 
have occasional club evenings during the week from 8pm-11pm. Town 
pastors have been present on these occasions as well 

 
The prayer base in the Salvation Army HQ works parallel with the patrolling as does the 
home prayer rota. We still need more male volunteers in order to expand our activities. It 
would involve roughly one Saturday night a month. Training is given.  
 
Town pastors work hand in hand with the police At the end of August we were privileged to 
be invited to police HQ in Sudbury along with other volunteer groups to receive a word of 
thanks for all that we do.  
 
The most common activity is helping those who have drunk too much and are sick. We 
supply water and help to get them home either by calling a taxi or calling home. They are 
often too drunk to walk properly on very high heels. When broken glass is around we can 
supply flip flops. In colder weather skimpily dressed girls will often be sat on the kerb upset 
or too drunk to move. We have thermal blankets to help out. There can be violent 
outbreaks. Those are left to the police but one of our patrol members who is a doctor was 
able to bandage up an arm injured in a knife or broken bottle fight. There are opportunities 
for conversations with the revellers, door staff and police. Just the presence of the town 
pastors on the street can have a calming influence. 
 
Our town pastors often get thanks from relieved parents or from young people who have 
been previously helped. We would like to thank CTiS&D for all their support and prayer.  

 
John Clark 

MEN IN CHRIST 
 
Men in Christ information is now available on the MICS page of CTiS web site - halleluiah!!  - 
so please access it regularly to keep up with what’s happening . Although we are a lively and 
active group our ministry is to encourage more guys along so more can be done to fill our 
churches with Spirit motivated men. That does not mean that we have little time to do guys’ 
things. A full English at Jaqui’s  will tax most appetites (except Alan Reeve’s) so let your men 
folk know about this fun place to be for breakfast which is from 7.30am – 8.45am each 
Wednesday.  Also we meet for fellowship Sundays fortnightly at 6.00pm at 72 North Street. 
 
Stronger links are being forged with the Christian men’s group in Halstead and we are 
developing a Chaplaincy team at the Sudbury Amateur Football Club lead by the Rev’d Brian 
Stenner. It is hoped to involve a lady Christian to be available should the need arise. Training 
will obviously need to be undertaken 
 
Again, with men in mind, we held an “end of term” BBQ  in August at Roger Pullan’s house 
where men and wives from Halstead, The Kings Men at All Saints and 9 from Crofton House 
men’s hostel came along to enjoy a good time in food and fellowship. Over 30 people came 
along.  Thanks goes to Roger and Jill for their very kind hospitality.   
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Last July the group ran a very successful BBQ at Party in the Park and the funds raised will be 
used to go towards training and other future courses that will benefit the Christian growth of 
men. 

Peter Sebbage 
 

CHRISTIAN AID 
 

During Christian Aid Week in May, the Sunday evening service at Great 
Waldingfield was lively and well attended; our speaker was Eldred 
Willey, Senior Regional Coordinator. More than 70 people collected 
door to door in Sudbury and Great Cornard. The total of £5,436 was 

an increase on last year, and a very good result in the current financial climate. The majority 
of roads are covered, but more collectors would be beneficial. Separate groups in Long 
Melford & Shimpling, Acton, Boxford, Edwardstone, Glemsford, Groton, Lavenham and Little 
Waldingfield raised £7,666 in all. 
 
In July, Christian Aid organised a canoe trip down the River Stour. All ten people arrived 
safely in Bures after paddling from Sudbury on a warm sunny day. Sponsors contributed the 
magnificent sum of £1265, and the European Union will provide quadruple matched funding 
for sponsorship money, bringing the total to over £5,000. The event will support projects in 
the Middle East helping people disabled by violence. 
 
Christian Aid works on behalf of British churches in more than 50 countries, not only 
providing emergency relief but, more importantly, supporting long term development. We 
are most grateful to everyone who helps in any way. 

 
Malcolm Snow 

 
SAMARITAN’S PURSE: SUDBURY SHOEBOXES 2011 & BELARUS 2012 

A verse that helped me was: ‘Don’t panic. I’m right here to help you’ (Isaiah 
41.13). Despite much searching and appeals on Radio Suffolk and the local 
press, no warehouse was available last year. Then a late phone call to yet 

another agent changed everything. He said, ‘Oh, you’re Nena. I heard you talking on the 
radio about Belarus. Tell me more.’ And so I did,  putting all the information in an e-mail to 
him. Some time later, still  warehouse-less, the phone rang with words better than music – 
‘I’m Tony Greavett, Marketing Director Ridgeons. I’ve read your e-mail and I think we can 
help.’ And how! We had a 60,000 sq ft light, clean warehouse, kitchen, with all our racking, 
pallets, pump truck etc provided, and after just a week with so many folk helping, we were 
ready! Best of all, Ridgeons repaired and funded full heating. 
 
After a slow start, I felt dreadful, but at a school shoebox service I was reminded of how 
every box given was precious in these difficult times. I re-launched the campaign with an 
‘attitude of gratitude’ and the floodgates opened. The team worked so hard, and through 
great generosity from many folk we restocked over and over again. One lorry left on 5 
December with 10,314 shoeboxes, the dolls’ house and all our ‘Gifts in Kind’; the other part-
load of 1,376 left on 15th, both to Kobrin, Belarus, testimony to God’s faithfulness. 
 
After 17 years being unable to go and see things for myself, this year I could accept the 
invitation to Belarus – the first for a Samaritan’s Purse wheelchair user. The shoebox team 
gave me my fare as a love gift and I travelled with another team member, who was so 



 8 

touched by God’s love at the warehouse that she gave her life to Christ. We visited families, 
babies’ and children’s homes, a re-hab centre being renovated by clients. Lives are being 
turned around by the HOPE church partners’ love and support.  
Nena welcomes opportunities to promote Samaritan’s Purse. 

 
Nena Harding (SP District Coordinator) 

 
SUDBURY WATCH!  

 
“It seems almost unbelievable that this report continues the tentative 
optimism of its predecessor” so I wrote this time last year.  And I am 
pleased to report that the optimism continues. 
 
Babergh District Council eventually passed plans for the new Sudbury 

(& District) Health Centre.  The list of three developers took a long time to come down to 
one.  There have been other delays caused by internal NHS wrangling over fitting newly 
grouped service providers into the plans for the new health centre.  But – at last – an official 
announcement was eventually made that a contract had been arranged (but not signed) 
with the NHS chosen developer.  The final details of the financial arrangements with the 
developer are wending their way through labyrinthine NHS systems and the developer 
should be on the ground in Church Field Road by January 2013.  So it is still hoped that actual 
sod-turning  building will start in 2013 and that the centre will open its doors to patients by 
mid-summer  2014. 
We lost the battle to keep hospital beds in Sudbury many moons ago.  But our perseverance 
resulting now in having a new purpose built Health Centre for the town (the only major NHS 
construction project this year in Suffolk) is simply good news for Sudbury.   
That good news is tainted for us by WATCH’s own favoured developer not being awarded 
the contract.  We had invested much effort to promote their chances and so enhance the 
outcome for us.  The company themselves had invested much time and money in preparing 
their tender and benefiting from our local knowledge which they incorporated into their 
plans.  How they lost the contract remains something of a puzzle. 
We continue to hear reports that the Community Nursing Teams concept that replaced the 
beds at Walnuttree Hospital is still failing to provide an adequate service – as we predicted!  
We continue to watch for such short-comings and seek to get them resolved.  So our 
continued existence remains necessary and important for the well-being of Sudbury people. 
I pay tribute again to my fellow committee members without whose dedication we would 
never have made the progress that we have in the interests of the health of local people.  
Your representative has managed to attend about 90% of our monthly committee meetings 
and is prepared to continue represent CTIS&D interests should the meeting so wish. 
 

Richard Titford 
 

FRIENDS OF ST PETER'S 
The year has seen a resurgence of activity with several new (younger?) members joining. The 

Friends are now divided into 3 subcommittees with specific responsibilities for 
Membership, Marketing and the Building itself. They will be making their 
reports by the end of the year. A new leaflet asking for more volunteers has 
recently been printed. 
An Open Day in August attracted many visitors and resulted in a new booking. 
These  Open Days will  be repeated during the autumn. 

Chris Proffitt Chair of Marketing sub-group 
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MARKET TOWN PARTNERSHIP 

 
Like the Friends of St Peter's the year has seen  a great 
increase in the level of activity. The Reward Card scheme 
continues. A bid was made for Portas Funding to help 
attract more shoppers to the town centre. This was 
unfortunately unsuccessful. A bio diversity trail around the 

town will soon be completed. The Transition subgroup continued to hold exhibitions and 
other events aimed at encouraging more eco- friendly lifestyles. 
A major project is currently in hand to make the town more of a tourist hub. This would 
include the building of a new mid- budget hotel with facilities to train youngsters in the 
various aspects of the catering industry. The Revd Malcolm Hill would be happy to provide 
more details. 

Chris Proffitt.Deputy Chair .. 
 

REPORT FROM NUMBER 72  
The work of Number Seventy Two has definitely got busier in the last year. We have seen a 
significant increase in the number of referrals we receive from social services, schools and 
other agencies.   
The needs of children who have experienced family break-up or the death of somebody 
close to them has been a part of our work for some years following training with St. Nicholas 
Hospice. However we have seen a significant number of requests for help from older 
children and young people. As a result we have decided to widen our service to include this 
age group as well.  
 Team members trained to deliver the Lost and Found course in the Sudbury area.  The 
course is 8 or 9 weeks long and covers topics such as loss, denial and shock, anger, 
bargaining, depression, acceptance and hope for the future. 
The course is designed for ages 11 – 15 and enables students to meet with others who are 
going through similar experiences.  Students receive help, but are also able to help others in 
the group. 
The course follows the lives of 3 young people in a fictitious family as they experience their 
parents’ divorce. The majority of the young people attending the course said that the most 
helpful thing was being able to talk about their situation and their feelings.  They also made 
new friends and felt comfortable within the group.  Tough though it was, they said it had 
been brilliant! 
The course leaders, Caroline du Plessis and Joy Ayrton, were very pleased with the outcomes 
of the one-to-one sessions and the first group course, both of which have been well 
received, despite the age range, and the complexity of issues represented in the group.   
It is our belief that the benefits of the Lost and Found Course serve to consolidate learning, 
and give students the skills to grow through their experience of loss.  
We do value your prayers for all the work that goes on at Number Seventy Two. Please pray 
that God will be at the centre of everything we do as we seek to ‘bind up the broken-hearted 
and set the prisoners free.’ 

Tim and Joy Ayrton 
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FAIRTRADE , SUDBURY 
 
The group is growing in membership and strength. We submitted an 
application to become a Fairtrade Town early in 2012. It was successful 
on 3 out of 5 criteria. However we need to find/ encourage more local 
businesses to use/ serve Fairtrade with their employees/ customers 
and we need to hold more activities. If you know of any B&B, Hotel, 
office or business which uses Fairtrade please let me know. (372738) 
Since then we have had Fairtrade Fortnight 2012 with its wonderful 

Clothes Show in St Peters, we have had a Fairtrade Cafe in the Town Hall and been to the 
Sudbury Community event at Delphi. We are about to get a website linked to the Sudbury 
Hive. In October we have big plans for a banana activity to coincide with One World Week! 
With all this going on, we plan to resubmit our application shortly to the Fairtrade 
Foundation. Watch this space! Look out for the Fairtrade mark and visit 
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/ 

John Boardman 
 

 
 

18-35S TASK GROUP:  MISSING GENERATION. 
 

We have made significant, if perhaps fragile, progress since October last 
year. 
The existing Sunday evening gathering had run its course. Instead, Simon 
Gill took some of us through the START course, as a tool for outreach.  

We then surveyed all 25 churches in the CTiS&D area, noting statistics of 18-35s attending 
churches, church attitudes, and ministers’ views. (For the full or summarised reports, email 
rojill@aol.com.) More focus on this age group is needed. 
Significantly, we have linked with Fellowship Football (FF), a league of over 120 men in 7-8 
teams. All are attached to a church or Christian organisation but most are not church 
attenders. We have supported FF in starting ‘Soul Café’, an informal event with opportunity 
for spiritual issues to be discussed. This will be a regular feature in the 2012-13 FF 
programme. FF is a model for developing relationships with YPs.  
We also support TG member Linda Mackie in her Agape Café venture, monthly in Gt. 
Cornard. All ages are welcome, but attractive to 18-35s in particular.  
In June, a major part of the well-attended CTiS&D Forum was devoted to 18-35s. Rev Dave 
Gardner (St John’s Woodbridge) inspired Churches to explore fresh expressions of church life 
for this group.  He leads a 1-year training (8 evenings and 4 Saturdays, starts October) for 
people with this vision, called Mission Shaped Ministry – MSM).  We hosted another visit by 
Dave Gardner in September, well attended by people from 10 churches, to hear more. A 
Sudbury group is planning to attend -more are welcome. Contact Rev S. Gill or R. Pullan.  
Please pray for Fellowship Football  for Paul Tamsett who leads it; for Linda & her Agape 
team; and for our churches to develop their outreach to 18-35s.     

Roger Pullan/Paul Tamsett 
 

http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/
mailto:rojill@aol.com

