
Sudbury Town reaches for Fairtrade Status! 

 

 

 

This is an exciting time in Sudbury! It’s like the tense wait in “Million Pound Drop” to see how much 

money will stay up.  Our application for Fairtrade Town Status has been received by the Fairtrade 

Foundation in London. We now have to wait six to eight weeks to see if we are successful. 

 

A lot of work has been going on to help us get to this point! 

 

There are over five hundred Fairtrade towns in the UK. To become a Fairtrade Town means that we 

aim to boost awareness and understanding of world trade issues, and to promote the purchase of 

Fairtrade products as a way that ordinary people can make a difference to the lives of producers. 

Our group in Sudbury is keen to promote fairness in the production of local and national food too. 

 

To become a Fairtrade Town, we need to achieve five goals. One of them is that the local Town 

Council supports this aim, and serves only Fairtrade tea and coffee at its meetings. Interestingly, 

this aim was achieved back in 2005! However, the other four aims were not achieved at that time. 

In January 2012, Sudbury Town Council renewed their support to become a Fairtrade Town. This is 

a great endorsement of the efforts of the local Fairtrade Group. 

 

A second aim is that a range of Fairtrade products is readily available in the area’s retail outlets 

and served in local catering outlets. Clearly there have to be differentiated targets depending on 

the size of the town or city. Given that this area has a population of about 13,000 people, we have 

to prove that there are at least four retail outlets and two catering. The group has produced a 

handy directory of where various Fairtrade items can be bought locally. There is a good Fairtrade 

stall at the Kettle and Fish in St Peter’s, Market Place on most Thursdays. 

 

The third aim is that local workplaces and community organisations  support 

Fairtrade and use Fairtrade products whenever possible. The group finds that there 

are several Sudbury churches that support Fairtrade, and some have Church 

Fairtrade status. It would be wonderful if all churches could be Fairtrade certified. 

There are at least two local schools which are aiming for Fairtrade School status. 

Tudor Primary has its own Fairtrade group, and is keen to promote Fairtrade in the 

curriculum and with its parents. 

 

The fourth aim is to promote media coverage and events that raise awareness and understanding 

of Fairtrade across the community. This happens especially in Fairtrade Fortnight. This year 

Fairtrade Fortnight is from February 27
th

 to March 11
th

. Last year, you may recall, there were 

people giving away Co-operative Fairtrade chocolate in the Market Place.  Big Brew events also 

took place, with Fairtrade tea, coffee, sugar and biscuits being served. This year a Fairtrade 

Clothes Show is planned for 1
st

 March, 7:30pm in St Peter’s, Market Place. £1 entry. Do come 

along! 

 

The last aim is to have a local Fairtrade steering group convened to ensure that the Fairtrade 

Town campaign continues to develop and gain new support. We have a lively group of about 10 

people. You are welcome to join too. Phone 01787 372738. 

 

We hope that after over two years’ hard work, Sudbury will achieve Fairtrade Town status! Please 

buy Fairtrade and support this work. 

 

Rev’d John Boardman 

St Johns Methodist Church, Sudbury 


