
Churches Together Suffolk Council Meeting 11 October 2011 - preliminary notes 
 
Dear All, 
  
Our CT Suffolk Council gathering yesterday evening proved to be a thoroughly thought-provoking 
and humbling experience.  Proper Minutes will follow - in due course! - but in the meantime i hope 
the following brief notes and links will be of interest to your groups: 
  
1. Rosie Abbott, a social worker with Suffolk County Council's Fostering Recruitment and 
Assessment Team gave an eye-opening presentation about adoption and fostering in Suffolk.  Did 
you know that in Suffolk today there are 830 looked-after children who cannot live with their birth 
parents and that this number is increasing?  Rosie and her team need people like YOU & ME and 
others in our congregations to think about welcoming such children into our homes and / or to 
offer real and practical support to others who feel this is something they may be able to do. 
Yesterday, our Moderator read to us the words of Mark 9:33-36 which makes the point plainly 
enough.  There is also more info at www.suffolkfostering.gov.uk & www.suffolkadoption.gov.uk.  . 
If these links don’t work, try www.suffolk.gov.uk/CareAndHealth/FosteringAndAdoption . 
  
Rosie's tel. no. is 01449 74 28 58 and she would welcome calls from interested folk and from any 
groups who would like a presentation / chat about fostering and adoption. 
  
2. Fr Paul Maddison of Palestine Pilrimage www.palestinepilgrimage.org.uk  presented a short 
but moving prayer presentation about the Holy Land.  Fr Paul heads up a not-for-profit company 
which provides tours to the Holy Land 'to bring the Bible alive, to strengthen our faith and to bring 
hope to our Christian brothers and sisters'.  If you and / or your group would like more information 
please conatct Fr Paul at holyland2003@googlemail.com or on 0800 612 3423. 
  
3. Kathleen Ben Rabha, the Cof E's Diocesan Community Affairs Advisor reminded us that Prisons 
Week 2011 is 20 - 26 November with the theme, 'Can You See Me or Are You Just Looking?' . Lots 
of info. and downloadable resources, including reflections by senior church leaders, available at 
www.prisonsweek.org.  
  
4.  Cynthia Capey of SIFRE told us that Interfaith Week 2011 is also 20-26 November with various 
events being planned in Suffolk all as detailed on SIFRE's website www.sifre.org.uk including the 
Mayor's Celebration of Community at the Corn Exchange, Ipswich on 20 November at 3pm and the 
Second SIFRE/UCS Faiths Lecture at UCS Ipswich on 22 November at 5pm  ( Rabbi Danny Rich 
talking on 'Jesus the Jew'). 
  
5. Revd Ian Gardner, Methodist Ecumenical Officer advertised a 'More Than Gold' information 
evening at Bramford Rd Methodist Church, Ipswich on Tuesday 8 November 7pm for 7.30pm.  
  
Please note that the date for the next full Council meeting has been fixed for Wednesday 10 
October 2012.  Venue tba. 
  
Hope the above bits prove helpful. 
With very many grateful thanks again to Christchurch, Needham Market for their wonderful 
hospitality 
  
love,   Julie 
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