
Minutes of the CTiS Forum and AGM held on Wednesday October 5th 2011 

at Suffolk Road Church 

 

The AGM was attended by 46 people from 15 churches and other organisations. 

1 Opening Worship 
The opening worship was led by Andrew Dixey who also gave a brief summary of the 
work of Suffolk Road Church. 
The Chairman asked the meeting to thank God for their health and to bring to God 
those who were in any way unwell. 
 

2 Apologies 
Apologies were received from Rev Greg Webb, Rev Patrick Prigg, Rev John Boardman, 
Rev Sam White, Rev Chris Ramsey, Rev Richard Titford, Rev Simon Gill, Andrew 
Stewart-Darling, Sue Kistruck, Gerry Higginson, Jane Kohler, Margaret Tracey, Pam 
Evans, Graham Pattrick, David Ford, Pat Ford and Nigel Smith. 
 

3 Welcomes 
A welcome was extended to Majors Tom and Jean Crozier who had come to Sudbury 
and Lavenham.   
A welcome was extended, in her absence to Catherine Brown the new pastor in Bures. 
 
The Chairman noted that the following had left Sudbury: 
Majors Neville and Yvonne Andrews, Chris Baker, Rev John Bleazard, Jenny Seggar 
and Peter Beard. He said that we were sorry to see them go but were grateful for the 
contribution they had made while here. 
It was noted that Rev Sam White would be moving in the near future due to the re-
organisation of the URC. 
 

4 Minutes of the previous meeting and matters arising 
The minutes of the June Forum were accepted as correct and signed by the Chairman. 
The Chairman said that following the previous Forum, EnGp had discussed the 
possibility of having a Perspectives centre based in Sudbury. Perspectives Pregnancy 
Advice has trained experienced volunteer advisors ready to provide with the help and 
support needed.  Having a Sudbury-based centre would save clients and counsellors 
travelling from Sudbury to Ipswich. It would be necessary to speak to local doctors and 
to consider the financial cost of providing training, but the Chairman asked the Forum 
for approval for EnGp to take the next steps in considering this initiative. 
Tim Ayrton reminded the meeting that No 72 had been made available for pregnancy 
testing.  It was explained that larger premises might be needed to allow for counselling 
sessions. 
The Forum agreed that EnGp should look further into the possibility of establishing and 
supporting a Perspectives centre in Sudbury. 
 

5 Treasurer’s Report 
The accounts for the year 1st September to 31st August 2011 had been circulated.  A 
balance of £6725.88 was shown with £3900.78 on deposit.  Questions were invited but 
there were no questions.  The Chairman suggested that the current practice of bringing 



payments which had been approved by EnGp to the Forum for ratification needed to be 
reviewed. 
The Chairman proposed that the payments listed should be approved and that the 
Treasurer’s report should be accepted.  Chris Proffitt seconded the proposal and all 
agreed. 

6 Annual Report 
The Annual Report had been circulated.  An opportunity was given for questions. The 
question of K&F not being open when St Peters had not been booked for other events 
was raised.  It was explained that deputy managers were needed so that the workload 
could be shared.  It was noted that for 2012 it was hoped that K&F could be open for 
the first three Thursdays in each month. 
 

7 Chairman’s Remarks 
The Chairman commented on the enormous amount of co-operation there is between 
the churches in Sudbury and District.  He commented on how busy the ministers were 
and how important it was for CTiS to try and work closely with them in order to ensure 
the smooth running of all CTiS & D activities. 
The Chairman expressed thanks to a number of people involved with various aspects of 
CTiS & D work. 
 
 

8 Election of Officers 
The following nominations had been received:- 
 
Chairman  Peter Halden 
Vice Chairmen Malcolm Offord 
   Lynda Sebbage 
Treasurer  Peter Heard 
Secretary  Chris Rowe 
Minutes Secretary Gill Phillips 
 
Sheelagh Ruse proposed that these officers should be elected en bloc.  Ken Steel 
seconded the proposal.  The Forum agreed. 
 

9 Ratification of Appointments 
 
The following appointments needed to be ratified:- 
 
Chairman of Kettle & Fish  Malcolm Offord 
Manager of Kettle & Fish  Judith Offord 
WATCH representative  Rev Richard Titford 
Christmas Lights Committee rep Lynda Sebbage 
Sudbury Town Partnership rep Chris Proffitt 
Friends of St Peters   Chris Proffitt 
 
The Forum ratified these appointments. 
 

10 Future Events 
The calendar showing future events was attached to the agenda.  A question had been 
raised about the possibility of changing the date of the United Service in October 2012 



to accommodate Jennifer Rees Larcombe as a speaker.  The EnGp would consider 
this. 
The Chairman said that he had been able to book Jeff Lucas for 19th May 2013 for 
Pentecost Praise.  St Peters had been booked. 
  

11 News from churches 

• A selection of archive film of East Anglia was being shown at St Gregory’s on 
Thursday 13th October at 7.30 pm 

• A talk and discussion on “Understanding Islam” was being held on Saturday 15th 
October at St Gregory’s Church at 7.30 pm. 

• Eleanor Ridge said that the next Easter Story was due to be in 2014. She did not 
feel that she would be able to take the lead.  Planning would need to start next year 
and a co-ordinator found. 

• Ken Steel said that a trip was planned on 21st April 2012 to the Royal Albert Hall to 
see Prom Praise.  If anyone wished to reserve a place, they should contact him. 

• The Future Vision AGM would take place on 12th November and would include a 
meal.  Notices would be available in churches shortly. 

 

12   Fellowship Football 
Paul Tamsett spoke to the Forum about the Fellowship football.  He said that it had 
started in 2005 when the number of players grew.  He explained that the teams were 8 
a side.  There were no referees – players were expected to be honest about the way 
they played.  Bad language was not allowed.  Non-believers liked the effect that Jesus 
has on the way football is played.  Christian players are reaching out and acting out 
their faith in a non-Christian environment. 
The Chairman explained that CTiS & D had been asked to sponsor Paul’s team.  There 
would be no finance involved.  Sponsorship meant involvement, support and prayer. 
The Forum agreed that this was a valuable outreach and deserved CTiS & D support. 
 

13 WATCH 
Rev Richard Titford was unable to be present to update the meeting, but had written a 
brief report for the Annual Report. 
 

14 Open Session 
The meeting divided into groups so that questions about existing CTiS & D activities 
could be asked and ideas for future activities could be made.  Ideas are listed in the 
Appendix to these minutes. 
 

15 Closing Prayer 
The meeting closed with the Forum holding hands and saying the Grace together. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Appendix to Minutes of Forum 5th October 2011  

Ideas for activities to be continued or introduced – and other observations 

• I Spy Easter to be repeated 

• It’s a Knockout (on the meadows?) 

• Give priority to being visible on the streets with eg 

- Netball (an equivalent activity to Fellowship Football for girls) 

- Healing in the streets 

- Dads & Lads football advertised through schools with backing from the local 

authority 

• Alive on Market Hill – good because irrespective of aim of activity – it gives visibility 

• Need to recognise that manpower for CTiS needs to be made available by churches 

• Party in the Park 

- need to focus on children’s activities 

- essential to have a spot on centre stage – something entertaining but with Christian 

message 

• Pentecost Praise – to develop sense of unity and draw more people in 

• More work in schools [reference made to all work by John Boardman].  Find more 

volunteers for Open the Book 

• Churches will need to find more money for Edens 

• Relief Managers need to be found for Kettle & Fish 

• Need to draw more people in to be active in CTiS 

• Possibly have Christian feature at proposed arts festival to be run by Bookends 

• Possibly an Olympic party 

• Fundraising for Africa 

• A Churches Together Carol Service 


