
Minutes of the Forum held on Thursday 17th March 2016 at Cornard Christian Fellowship

The Forum was attended by 31 people from 13 churches. 

1 Welcome, Opening Worship and Update from Cornard Christian Fellowship
Nick Harcourt-Powell welcomed the Forum to Cornard Christian Fellowship and Jon Halden
led the meeting in worship.

Nick Harcourt-Powell spoke about the Easter activity for children that the Fellowship was 
organising to coincide with the Sudbury Fun Run. The Fellowship organise events like this 
every three or four months.   He said that the Fellowship was working with St Andrews and 
getting involved with the Porch Project.  On Christmas Day they had joined with St Andrews
and New Life Church in a joint service.

2 Apologies
Apologies were received from Gay Layburn, Gerry Higginson, Elke Cattermole, Julia 
Perkins, Patrick Kohler, Sue Kistruk, and David and Pat Ford.

3 Welcome to new ministers
A warm welcome was extended to Rev Ruth Ridge who had agreed to take on the role of  
CTiS Executive Secretary.  CTiS was already benefitting from her work and input.  Ruth 
said she was pleased to be here and to have the opportunity to put names to faces.
 

4 Minutes of the Forum held on 9th December 2015
The minutes were approved by the Forum and signed by the Chairman

5 Matters arising from the minutes
There were no matters arising from the minutes

6 Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer’s Report recording the financial position as at 8th March 2016 had been 
circulated.  The Treasurer had no additional comments.  Penny Thewlis asked which 
churches had not made their affiliation donation.  The churches were not named – but did 
not appear in the list of those who had paid.  It was suggested that they might need a 
reminder.

7 Chairman’s Business

1. Easter
a. A working group had prepared an Easter egg hunt for children to be run during 

Holy Week.  Rev Ruth Ridge explained that many shops had agreed to display 
pictures of Easter eggs each of which would have a letter.  The letters would 
form a sentence about Easter. Free entry forms would be available from the 
Leisure Centre, the Library and the EADT office. On Easter Saturday, completed
forms could be taken to No 72 where each entrant would be given a Fairtrade 
Easter egg.  There would be a draw for a special Easter egg.  People were 
asked to take a poster to display in their churches.

b. There would be a service of praise at St Peter’s on Easter Day at 6.45 pm.  
Doors would open at 6.00 pm for refreshments.  The speaker would be Rev 
Canon Dave Gardner.  Unfortunately Craig Hutton would not be able to take 
part.  Help was needed from 4.00 pm to set up chairs – and after the service to 
put them away.



c. Peter Sebbage would be organising a walk of witness and carrying a cross, on 
Saturday 26th March.  The start would be from the Croft at 10.00 am and walkers 
would walk through Sudbury – possibly ending at No 72 North Street.  The walk 
should take about 45 minutes.

2. Crucial Crew
The Chairman said that Sudbury Rotary Club were organising Crucial Crew from 18th – 
22nd April.  This is an activity to help youngsters understand some of the dangers 
around and what to do about them.  Scenarios give practical learning opportunities for 
the children and many local schools take part.  There are 2 sessions a day and Rotary 
are looking for volunteers to take groups of children around 8 or 9 scenarios.

3. Suffolk Show
CTiS Suffolk was asking for volunteers to help man their stall at the Suffolk Show on 1st 
and 2nd June.  It would be an opportunity to have a free ticket for the Show!

4. Kettle and Fish
Kettle and Fish had had a break but were due to start again on 24th March.  Ken said 
that there would be Kettle and Fish on 2nd June so he asked the loyal K&F volunteers 
not to volunteer for the Suffolk Show on that day!

5. Time to Pray
The Chairman said he felt it was most important that CTiS&D should pray more for the 
town.  The idea was to pray for every area of life in and around Sudbury, from Civic to 
Services, Schools to Churches.  Eleanor Ridge had agreed to edit an article on a 
weekly basis for Church News and the website.  There would be a rota covering several
areas over each week.  It was believed that this would be a very powerful tool.  Eleanor 
said that if anyone wanted a particular area added to the rota to get in touch with her.  
She emphasised that it was not the intention to interrupt the prayer chains of individual 
churches.  It was not the place to bring specific names.
Ken asked if copies of the sheet could be made available for Kettle& Fish.  This was 
agreed.  Eleanor said any other suggestions would be welcome.

8 Presentation from John Hedge on the work of Credit Unions

Mr Hedges, the leader of the local support group, thanked CTiS&D for the invitation to 
speak and thanked Peter Heard for all the work he had done locally. Points he made were:-
 Credit Unions have been around a long time.  Now they were beginning to be 

recognised as an easier approach to credit for people on low incomes
 One of the problems for credit unions was that other lenders were able to offer instant 

cash which Credit Unions may not be able to do
 High Street lenders have more funding available to them to advertise
 One of the scourges of life today was debt
 Within churches little is known or understood about Credit Unions
 In the Sudbury area a steering group was set up.  When enquiries were made of the 

Town Council, it was found that although out of date, all the paperwork was in place
 The plan was 

o to raise awareness with people such as social workers and carers
o to ensure that statutory agencies who work with people, such as CAB, the Town 

Council and the Debt Counselling agencies and No 72  know about Credit 
Unions

 The plan was reviewed last September and it was concluded that information was not 
reaching

o Those not yet in debt crisis
o Those likely to go to a high street lender

 The current issue is that when people join, they are not aware of all the services which 
are offered such as

o Christmas Savings Clubs
o Children’s savings
o Travel money



 Publicity material is dull – so ideas are needed on how to make people aware
 Churches have not yet been approached but they have been in touch with No 72 
 He hoped that in a year’s time more people will have signed up at the Town Hall.  They 

may need to wait but it is hoped that they can be encouraged to stay with the Credit 
Union and save money

 Definitely need ideas on how to progress

Peter Heard said that the need for instant help was most important.

Ken Steel asked about contact with the CAB.  Mr Hedges said that a member of CAB had 
been on the Steering Group

Mr Hedges said they would like to get into schools to promote savings

Peter Halden asked whether it would be better to be situated in premises that are more 
visible.  Mr Hedges agreed but said that to move away from the Town Hall would involve 
accommodation and staff costs.  He felt that although the shop front matters, the important 
thing was to get the message to people before they are in crisis.

Mr Hedges was asked whether those who ran CAP money courses were aware of what 
Credit Unions offer.  He said he would follow this idea up.

Mr Hedges was asked where the capital came from.  He explained that it came from clubs, 
organisations and individuals.

He said that any ideas could be emailed to him johnhedge1@virgin.net 

Mr Hedges was thanked for his informative presentation.

9 Presentation from Rev Bryn Rickards on Armenia 

Rev Bryn Rickards introduced himself as the URC minister. A quarter of his time is spent at 
Sudbury – the remainder at Hadleigh and Monks Eleigh.
He had gone to Armenia in 1997 for a couple of years but had stayed for 15 years. He told 
the Forum:-
 His path to Armenia had started in Bristol where, as a student, he was involved with the 

Christian Union
 He had gone to Armenia with the International Fellowship of Evangelical Students 

whose ethos was that students are the best people to work with students
 The need is for people to stay on and give more stability
 Armenia has its own alphabet.  Allegedly it was designed to enable people to read the 

Bible
 Armenia is a very Christian country.  The churches are part of the Eastern Orthodox 

tradition.  
 He was dealing with questions relating to religion, faith and superstition.  He likened the 

views of religion to being a bit like a lucky charm but still with a great sense of 
reverence

 He was working with small groups of students in discussion and Bible study and helping
them to grow in their personal faith

 The Orthodox church was considered the one true church – any other churches were 
classed as communities

 There were several notable Armenians including Cher, Charles Aznavour and Andre 
Agassi

 Although now in Turkey, Mount Ararat was a symbol of Armenia
 Key Moments and Issues

o 301 Armenia was the first Christian country
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o 1915 – the genocide and loss of land resulting in a sense of hurt
o 1991 – dissolution of the Soviet Union

Armenia is trying to work out what happens next and what its values are.

Mr Rickards suggested that people prayed for the Nation
o For living faith
o For healing and reconciliation and 
o For values and direction

And for the Church
o For courage and commitment and
o For united faith and witness

Mr Rickards was thanked for his most interesting presentation

The Chairman asked where the country’s income came from.  He was told that some came 
from a growing IT industry, and also from exports to Russia, and from brandy.

Mr Rickards said that if anyone knew of someone going to university, IFES should be 
recommended to them as offering a very worthwhile service overseas.

10 News and Updates
o Lynda Sebbage said that a new priest-in-charge had been appointed to St Gregory’s.  

She was the Rev Canon Cheryl Collins.  She is currently in charge of 6 churches in 
Suffolk Heights and is acting rural dean of Clare deanery.  It was not yet known when 
she would be able to start, but there was more information on St Gregory’s website.

o Rev John Boardman reported that Fairtrade Foundation had brought a Kenyan tea 
farmer to this country who had spoken in Sudbury the previous Saturday.  He had 
spoken about his work but more specifically how workers benefit from Fairtrade 
particularly in respect of education

o Malcolm Snow said that Christian Aid week was from 15th to 21st May and started with a 
united service at Holy Trinity, Long Melford on 15th May at 6.30 pm.  He thanked all 
those who already act as collectors but said that many more were needed.  He 
emphasised the lasting long-term benefits from the funds raised.  He added that 
Christian Aid also campaigns to end poverty.
He appealed for someone to take over as local organiser
Thanks were expressed to Malcolm for all he does.

o The next Forum would be on June 22nd at 7.30 pm at Little Cornard Parish Church, with 
refreshments and a barbecue from 6.30 pm. The speaker will be David Chandler of A 
Rocha, a Christian environmental organisation. 

11 Your Views
o Peter Halden had asked whether it might be appropriate to have a hustings in 

respect of the referendum.  It was generally felt that it might be more effective to join
in a meeting to be held at the URC when Lib Dems would be discussing the issues 
involved

o Rev John Boardman said that St John’s has a link with A Rocha who have 
purchased a scientifically significant field in Foxearth.  A Rocha were appealing for 
help with site clearance at the moment so that the site could be made more 
accessible and hopefully a centre for education.

12 Any Other Business
There was no other business.

13 Closing Prayer
The meeting closed with the Grace.




