
As from: Hale’s House The Croft Sudbury Suffolk CO10 1HW 
Telephone 01787 372482 

Email: Rojill@aol.com  

 

Rt. Hon. Philip Hammond MP 

The Foreign Secretary 
House of Commons,  London SW1A 0AA     4th  August 2014 
 

Dear Mr Hammond, 
 

We have been sickened by the loss of life, injuries, and destruction of buildings and 

infrastructure in Gaza. Overwhelmingly Gazans have suffered most but we have concern also 
for Israeli casualties. 

 

Now that there is a glimmer of hope for a ceasefire and negotiations, we write to urge the UK 

Government to redouble pressure on the parties to commit to genuine, serious peace talks, 
with international help.  The voice of the UK and most of the EU has appeared strangely 

muted in recent days. 

 
The UN brought Israel to their land; it is surely the natural arbiter.  UN peacekeepers have 

been largely effective in policing areas of conflict such as Cyprus and South Lebanon. There 
must be a way of protecting Israel from attack – eg by UN monitors like UNIFIL - while 
allowing more freedom to the Palestinians.  Tunnels then become unnecessary. 

 
Serious diplomatic and (if necessary, as currently with Russia) economic pressure must be 

brought on Israel to meet two basic and reasonable demands of the Palestinians: lift the 
siege on Gaza, and stop illegal settlements in the West Bank. Hamas spokesmen have said 

their Charter opposition to Israel’s existence could be reviewed in that context. Also the 

current level of UK arms sold to Israel - £7bn last year – needs review. 
 

We strongly urge your government to make greater efforts to ensure that the unspeakable 
suffering of Gazans is never again seen, and the root problems addressed. Firm action – 
‘tough love’ one might call it – is now called for. It is not only the right thing to do, but is in 

the UK interest. And urgently, more medical supplies must be sent in.  
 

We write as individuals but believe we express the feelings of the majority of those in our 

local communities. 
 

Yours truly, 

 

Roger Pullan (Past Chairman, Churches Together in Sudbury & District)  
Jill Pullan (Convenor, Sudbury Muslim-Christian Dialogue) 

Fr. Peter Brett (Parish Priest, Roman Catholic parishes of Sudbury & Hadleigh) 

Revd Stephen Earl (Rector, Lavenham & Preston St Mary & Rural Dean, Lavenham Deanery) 
Rev. Malcolm Hill (Minister, United Reformed Church (Ret’d). Member,  UN Association). 

Malcolm Offord (Chairman, Churches Together in Sudbury & District) 

Rev’d Chris Ramsey (Vicar, St Andrew’s Church, Great Cornard, Sudbury) 

Lynda Sebbage, (Lay Minister, St. Gregory’s Church Sudbury) 
Andrew Stewart-Darling (Senior Pastor, Stour Valley Vineyard Church) 

Rev’d Richard Titford (CofE, Retired) 

Rev. Cecil White (Cavendish, Clare, Long Melford and Sudbury United Reformed Churches) 
 

[NB Rev’d Canon Gregory Webb, Rector, St Gregory’s Church Sudbury & Rural Dean, Sudbury 
is sending a similar letter signed by himself & 50+ parishioners.] 
 

Cc Rt. Hon. David Cameron MP; Tim Yeo MP 

 


