
Christmas Message 2012 

 

‘In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God.’ That verse, the opening verse of John’s Gospel, is one I absolutely love. I 

love it for its poetic structure, its symmetry, its three short clauses – and I 

wonder if that tripartite structure is actually already saying something about the 

Trinity! But I particularly love it for what it says about the Incarnation – Jesus’ 

mission in coming to earth. Having spent all my career attempting to teach a 

foreign language, I am fascinated by the concept that Jesus was the Word of God 

– the spokesman for God, the mouthpiece for God – the godly communicator.  

 

Have you ever wondered how you would survive without words – can we think 

without words, can we express ourselves without words, can we engage in a 

relationship with someone without words? The answer to all those questions is a 

resounding No. Jesus by becoming human bears God the Father’s message of 

salvation to us. The revelation of God the Father’s word to us is mediated by the 

Word of God, the Son of God. Not only that we call the Scriptures the Word of God 

too, since the Bible is a fantastic record of God’s plan of salvation. When God the 

Father says at the time of Jesus’ Transfiguration, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; 

with him I am well pleased. Listen to him’ (Matthew 17.5), he is underlining the 

glorious fact that Jesus speaks for him.  

 

So, as we are reminded at Christmastime that Jesus is the Word of God, let us 

tune our hearing to receive God’s message of ‘peace on earth, good will to men’ – 

and gossip the Gospel throughout 2013. 

God bless you all – Malcolm (Offord) 

 


