
Minutes of the CTiS&D Forum held on June 14th 2012 at Lavenham Church 

 

The Forum was attended by 52 people representing 19 churches 

 

1. The Forum was welcomed by the Vice Chairman, Malcolm Offord 

 

2. Canon Sansbury outlined the history of Lavenham Church and then opened the Forum with 

prayer. 

 

3. Apologies for absence were received from Peter Halden, Jean Willings, Joyce Phelps, Dorothy 

Gilks, Rev Simon Gill, Rev John Boardman, Carol Smith, Margaret Tracey, Alan & Valerie 

Theobald, Arthur Finch and Sue Kistruk. 

 

1) Missing Generation? 

 

Results of CTiS survey  

 Roger Pullan outlined the history of initiatives of work with 18 – 35s.  The information sheet 

circulated before the meeting summarised the results of the survey and the statistics. 

He said that it should be possible for all churches to work together, but it was important not to 

start another church. 

He reminded the Forum that it was important to consider what the young people need and then 

outlined the Faith Journey 

 

1.   Look for natural social groups 

2.   Invite them to discuss life issues in relaxed settings with friends 

3.   Invite them to church-run social and teaching events 

4.   Welcome them into the full life of the church 

 

Chris Rowe reported back from a recent Missing Generation Conference.  She said that 

factors which differentiate the 18-35 generation include consumerism, concern with human 

rights, concern with “my” rights, and individualism.  They feel the church has let them down.  

The conference emphasised that the church needs to be authentic. The generation is 

disillusioned - and cannot be bothered with church.  The church needs to come out of its 

comfort zone and start offering discussions on real life issues.  The church needs to go where 

they are – and possibly to become more technologically aware. 

 

Chris Ramsey said that he and Paul Tamsett had discussed how to take forward the concept 

of the social group.  The idea of the Soul Café was suggested. They met at Edens, in a relaxed 

atmosphere, had an interactive quiz, food, and a talk and discussion  on “what position do we 

play in life”.  The evening was well supported with 36 people attending and it had been agreed 

to do it again. 

 

Paul Tamsett said he would like all churches to get on board with Fellowship Football.  He 

gave the background to the establishment of the Fellowship Football in 2005.  The players are 

expected to play with good spirit with no referees.  Every team has an overseer.  In Sudbury 

there are 6 teams.  The team overseers form the Fellowship committee. 

 

Another initiative is the Agapé Café which has been started in Cornard and meeting at Wells 

Hall Old School. 

 



Forum was reminded of Eden’s evangelistic service with Tony Anthony to be held on June 17th.  

This would be a good event to which to take a young person. 

 

Rev Dave Gardner then spoke to Forum about Fresh Expressions.  Fresh Expressions is 

about starting alongside people and showing love for them, being in a relationship with them.  

He emphasised the need to “be who you are”. 

A DVD showing the work of the Grafton Project was shown.  It was possible to look at 

evangelism through outdoor activities. 

 

He said we needed to re-think what is meant by “church”.  He said it was 4 relationships 

- relation with God 

- relation with each other 

- relation with a wider world 

- relation with a universal church 

 

We need to consider how good we are as a church at these four strands. 

 

If we are really concerned about the 18-35’s it may be necessary to consider ways of finding 

resources to work with them – for example employing someone to get alongside that age 

group.  Rev Dave Gardner added that not everyone wishes to get involved and it would not be 

appropriate for them to try to love and serve 18 – 35’s.  The message is “loving and serving” 

not necessarily winning them for Christ.  A core team of at least 3 is needed.  It is costly in time 

– and it takes time.  Give it time and be prepared to take risks. 

 

The Forum was asked “What are you prepared to give up in order to give time and energy to 

achieve what God has laid on your hearts?” 

 

Rev Dave Gardner concluded by telling the Forum about a course relating Fresh Expressions 

running in Bury St Edmunds through next year. 

 

 

4. Minutes of previous Forum  

Subject to a small amendment, the minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

The report for the period ending 31st May had been circulated before the meeting.  There were 

no questions. 

 

6. Update on Marriage Focus 

Tim Ayrton spoke to the Forum about the increase in pressures today on families and outlined 

two particular areas the Marriage Focus Group planned to support. 

 

a.  helping people in marriage difficulties through Enrich courses and also helping with 

marriage preparation 

 

b.  working in senior schools through “Explore” looking at relationships.  It may be necessary to 

employ someone to help with this project. 

 

 

 



7. Update on Town Pastors 

Rev John Clark said that Town Pastors had been started 3 years ago and now had 15 trained 

volunteers.  He said that more men volunteers were urgently needed as there needs to be a 

man in each team.  There are about 30 pray-ers, some praying at the base and some praying 

at home.  John gave examples of the circumstances in which their help is needed.  He 

requested continued prayer for their work. 

 

8. World United and at Peace 

Rev Malcolm Hill introduced his paper which is attached to the minutes.  He spoke about the 

ever-widening gap between the wealthy and the poor, the problems of unemployment and the 

need to work towards a better way of life of caring and unity.  He asked whether CTiS could 

convene a conference on the subject – and following the conference take the vision throughout 

the district and beyond. 

 

9. AOB 

Christian Aid 

- the total collected in Sudbury & Cornard was £5,300 although there was still some more to 

come. 

- official thanks were about to be circulated 

- The sponsored canoe trip would be taking place this year on 25th July.  Malcolm Snow or 

Eldred Willey could be contacted for more details.  Funds raised would be for the YMCA at 

Bethlehem. 

 

From Future Vision 

- there would a fundraising barbecue and AGM on 30th June.  Tickets were available from 

Chris.  They were free but donations on the day would be welcome. 

- Future Vision would be running the children’s’ activities at Party in the Park on July 22nd and 

would like collapsed cereal boxes to build the wall of Jericho! 

 

- “The Passion” is being performed at the Quay from 10th-14th July. Help with painting the 

backcloth was needed – and people to play the crowd. 

Gospel Singers would also be performing  at the Quay 

 

The Forum closed with prayers and the Grace. 

 

 



A World United and at Peace 
A VISION AND CHALLENGE FOR CHURCHES TOGETHER 

 
The Reality  Notwithstanding the joy and unity seen in the recent Diamond Jubilee celebrations, 
in the cold light of every day we are witnessing humankind both in Britain and in the wider world 
tearing itself apart. Firstly, is the ever-widening gap between the wealthy and the poverty-stricken, 
brought about by shamefully unequal pay, and monstrous selfishness, and irresponsibility of 
bankers, speculators and leaders in both private and public businesses and services. These actions 
are creating massive unemployment, crippling cuts to helpful services, and economic misery for 
many of our people. Secondly, sickening hostility between communities is provoked by the rivalry 
between the great powers- USA, China and Russia, worsening social, tribal and religious 
differences in other nations, and leading to strife, massacres, acts of terrorism and the spreading 
of deadly weapons – as seen in Syria, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Israel- Palestine, Somalia, Yemen, 
Nigeria . .  
 
The Vision  Men and women of deep faith in God in many world religions have believed that our 
Creator sets before us a better way of life of caring and unity. Jesus calls for an end to the 
'wealth-gap'; 'Blessed are you who now go hungry; you will be satisfied .'   He also urges a stop to 
strife: 'Love your enemies.'  This vision appeals to all faithful people to embrace together the way 
of caring and unity. 
 

The Way  The surest way to close the divide between wealth and poverty is to plan full 
employment, and a decent, living wage for every worker. So, the resources of every nation's 
administrations, banks, and industries should be applied to create jobs for all, and to train 
everyone for work, whether in private or public sectors. 
 The only way to end conflict is for people and nations to meet one another, collaborate in projects 
for the good of all, and progress rapidly to end the cruel arms industry and exports. 
 (The recent meeting of Christians and Moslems in Sudbury can be the pattern of the peacemaking 
just mentioned, which humankind desperately needs.)   
 

  MALCOLM HILL. 

 
 


