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 Pentecost Sunday - the day which celebrates and 

commemorates the birth of the Christian Church and the 

descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles! Certainly the 

Spirit descended on St Gregory’s this day when Mark 

Melluish and his team from the New Wine Fellowship 

addressed the congregation which comprised nearly 200 

people from a whole range of church fellowships throughout 

Sudbury and District. For the first time in months the rain 

poured down on our parched gardens and allotments that 

evening and it wasn’t just water that was flowing either!  The worship and 

prayer was also flowing as folk were caught up by the spirit-filled atmosphere. 

Cornard Christian Fellowship music group, led by Brian Thake, were on form as 

they led a wonderful time of worship ahead of guest speaker, Mark.  

 

Mark Melluish is the Regional Director of New Wine London & South East where 

he and his wife, Lindsay, lead St Paul’s Ealing, a vibrant and lively church. Mark 

had a lot to share with us as he explained how we, as Christians, need to win the 

world for Christ and look at how our church communities can grow. 

 

Appropriate to St Gregory’s Church as it embarks on a 48 hours of non stop 

prayer was the emphasis on prayer. Mark gave a vivid and inspired illustration of 

how prayer is like a greenhouse – somewhere that grows the seeds of new life in 

Christ – and just how important it is that we should be ‘People of Prayer’.  Mark 

explained that there just cannot be enough of prayer and we must pray, pray 

with perseverance.  

 

Mark explained there are a number of areas where churches need to focus.  

First, our places of worship needs to be a Place of Belonging so that all people 
who enter its doors feel the warmth of its friendship in the knowledge they are 

accepted and wanted.  It should be a Place of Healing offering prayer for 
healing as second nature to all who need it whether for physical, spiritual or 

mental healing.  A Church of Teaching so that as we learn and grow through 
strong biblical teaching we encounter a spirit that will change us.  Added to this 

we need to be a Church of Witness and, in so doing, we will encounter the Holy 
Spirit of God which will come upon us and give us strength of conviction, faith 

and power to speak to others. The Lord is interested in growth and so the 

greenhouse needs to be full to brimming! 



 

Mark explained the facts. If a man attends church then in 80% of cases his 

family  follow, as against 20% of fathers or husbands if their wife or child goes 

to church, hence the great need to work towards encouraging men to church – 

this is a key area already being tackled locally by Christian Vision for Men. 

 

As Mark concluded his talk he laid down the gauntlet with a powerful analogy of 

Nelson Mandela: “If one man can win South Africa for God then what can a 
million men do over here in the UK?” 
 
The challenge is set but we need to work together to grow God’s church in our 

community. We already have a strong basis from which to work; we have seen 

strong movement towards this through initiatives that have, and are, running, 

but we still need to maintain continuity as we strive to make the town a place of 

solid Christian growth.  With God’s guidance and our obedience we shall witness 

the fruits of our labours within our greenhouses growing and multiplying! 

 
The Vineyard church provided an excellent buffet of cakes and drinks and the 

Prayer for Healing team were available at the end of the evening to provide 

prayer ministry for those who wished to receive. The retiring collection raised 

over £300 which is being given to the family of a young child in our community 

suffering from a debilitating illness which requires specific nursing and 

adaptation of the family home. 
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